
Hornbill-Ch.3.DiscoveringTut:TheSagaContinues(Summary)

By-A.R.Williams

DiscoveringTut:theSagaContinuesisachapterwhichgivesusanin-depthinsightof
Tutankhamun,thelastrulerofthepowerfulPharaohDynastyinEgypt.Hewasateenager
whenhediedandhisdeathwasamystery.Somespeculatedthathewasmurdered.Heruled
inEgyptanditsempireforcenturies.In1922,histombwasdiscoveredbyHowardCarter,a
BritishArchaeologist.After80years,hewastakenfrom hisrestingplaceforCTscanwhich
offerstosolvethemysteryofhislifeanddeathbycreatingaforensicreconstruction.

Tut’sfatherorgrandfather,AmenhotepIII,wasaverypowerfulPharaohwhoruledovera
periodoffortyyears.Hisson,AmenhotepIV,thrivedhim andbeganthestrangestperiodin
thehistoryofEgypt.HepromotedtheworshipofAten(thesundisk).Hechangedhisnameto
AkhenatenmeaningservantoftheAtens.Healsomovedthereligiouscapitalfrom Thebesto
thenewcityofAkhenaten,calledAmarna.Further,heattackedAmun,agod,smashedhis
imagesandclosedhistemples.Anothermysteriousrulersucceededhim whodiedsoon.Next,
Tutankhamun,alsoknownasTut,satonthethroneandruledfornineyears.Heworshipped
godAmunintheoldways.However,hediedmysteriously.

WhenTut’smummifiedbodywasdiscovered,hewaslaidwithlotsofgold,wealthand
everydayitemslikeabronzerazor,games,clothes,casesoffoodandwine.Carterdiscovered
him aftersearchingformanyyears.Afterresearchingonthetreasures,hedecidedto
investigatehisthreenestedcoffins.SomepartsoftheTut’streasuresinthetombwere
alreadylooted.

Histombwasrock-cut,26feetunderground,whichhadwallpaintings.Ontheoutercoffin,
Tut’sfacewasgilded.Inthefirstcoffin,hefoundthegarlandsofolives,lotuspetals,and
cornflowers.ItshowedthathewasburiedinthemonthsofMarchorApril.Thethirdandfinal
coffinputCarterintotrouble.TheresinsusedtocementTuttothebottom ofthesolidgold
coffinwashardenedenoughmakingitimpossibletomove.Heputthecoffininthesunfor
severalhoursinhopefortheresinstoloosenupbutitdidn’twork.Finally,heremovedthe
resinswiththehelpofchiselandhammer.Carterfelthedidn’thaveanyotherchoiceastoif
hehadn’tcutthemummyfrom limbtolimb,thieveswouldhavelootedthegold.Hismenfirst
removedhishead,thentheycutoffeveryjoint.Afterremovingthebodyparts,theyplacedit
onthelayerofsandinawoodenboxandputitattheoriginalplace.

In1968,themummywasX-rayedbyananatomyprofessor,revealedfewfacts–hisbreast
boneandfrontribsweremissing.

Later,onJanuary052009,TutwastakenforCT(ComputedTomography)scanwhichtakes
hundredsofX-Raysandcreatesathree-dimensionalimage.Thenightofthescan,the
workmencarriedhisbodyfrom thetombinabox.Theyclimbedrampandstairsandliftedit
onahydraulictrailerthatheldthescanner.Thescannerstoppedworkingwhichpausedthe
procedure.Afterusingapairofsparefans,thescanwasfinallydone.Afterthree-hours,his
bodywastakenbacktohistombwherehisbodyisrestinginpeace.

ExplanationOfchapterindetail:-

Hewasjustateenagerwhenhedied.ThelastheirofapowerfulfamilythathadruledEgypt
anditsempireforcenturies,hewaslaidtorestladenwithgoldandeventuallyforgotten.
Sincethediscoveryofhistombin1922,themodernworldhasspeculatedaboutwhat
happenedtohim,withmurderbeingthemostextremepossibility.Now,leavinghistombfor
thefirsttimeinalmost80years,TuthasundergoneaCTscanthatoffersnewcluesabouthis



lifeanddeath—andprovidesprecisedataforanaccurateforensicreconstructionofthe
boyishpharaoh.

Heir–Inheritor,successor
Laden–loaded
Speculated-form atheorywithoutevidence
Tomb-anenclosuretoburythedead
ForensicReconstruction–theprocessofrecreatingthefaceofanindividual
Pharaoh-arulerinancientEgypt

Tutankhamun,alsoknownasTut,wasateenagerwhenhedied.Hewasthelastsuccessorofhis
powerfulPharaohDynastywhichruledEgyptanditsempireforcenturies.Hewaslaidonrest,heavily
loadedwithgold.Histombwasdiscoveredin1922whichmadetheworldraiseaquestionabout
whathadhappenedtohim andwhetherhehadbeenmurdered?Afteralmost80years,hisbodywas
abouttoundergoaCTscanwhichwouldgivenewinformationandcluesabouthislifeanddeath.His
facewouldberecreatedwiththehelpofaprocedurecalledforensicreconstruction.

ANangrywindstirredupghostlydustdevilsasKingTutwastakenfrom hisrestingplacein
theancientEgyptiancemeteryknownastheValleyoftheKings*.Dark-belliedcloudshad
scuddedacrossthedesertskyalldayandnowwereveilingthestarsincasketgrey.Itwas6
p.m.on5January2005.Theworld’smostfamousmummyglidedheadfirstintoaCT
scannerbroughtheretoprobethelingeringmedicalmysteriesofthislittleunderstoodyoung
rulerwhodiedmorethan3,300yearsago.

Stirred–moveorcausetomoveslightly
Ghostly–eerieandunnatural;unreal
Restingplace-here,thegrave
Cemetery-alargeburialground
Dark-bellied–darkincolour
Scuddedacross–movingquickly;itreferstothemovementofthedark-belliedclouds
Veiling–tocoversomething
Casket-asmallornamentalboxorchestforholdingjewels,letters,orothervaluedobjects.
Casketgrey–Itmeansthatthegreycloudswerelikeagreycolouredcasketwhichcontained
thestars.Thestarsarelikejewelswhicharekeptinacasket.
Glided–quite,continuousmotion
Probe–toinvestigate,findout
Lingering–long-lasting

Afast,strangeandunnaturalwindwasblowingasKingTut’sbodywastakenfrom hisgravecalled
‘ValleysoftheKings’,anancientEgyptiancemetery(ThelocationoftheValleyoftheKIngsisgivenin
theimage).Darkcloudsmovedquicklyacrossthedesertalldaylongandlater,theycoveredthestars.
OnJanuary5,2005,at6pm,KingTut’smummywhichistheworld’smostfamousmummywas
placedintheCTscannertoinvestigatethemysterybehindhisdeathwhichhadoccurredmorethan
3300yearsago.

Allafternoontheusuallineoftouristsfrom aroundtheworldhaddescendedintothe
cramped,rock-cuttombsome26feetundergroundtopaytheirrespects.Theygazedatthe
muralsonthewallsoftheburialchamberandpeeredatTut’sgildedface,themoststriking
featureofhismummy-shapedoutercoffinlid.Somevisitorsreadfrom guidebooksina
whisper.Othersstoodsilently,perhapsponderingTut’suntimelydeathinhislateteens,or
wonderingwithashiverifthepharaoh’scurse—deathormisfortunefallinguponthosewho
disturbedhim —wasreallytrue.

Descended–movedorgathered
Cramped–verysmalltofitinto
Rock-cut-madeinarockbycuttingit
Gazed–tolookinsurpriseorinadmiration



Murals–apaintingorotherartworkexecuteddirectlyonthewall
Gilded–coveredwithathinsheetorcoatingofgold
Striking-prominent
Whisper-tospeakinalowvoice
Pondering–thinkaboutsomethingcarefully

Allafternoon,touristsvisitedthe26feetdeep,undergroundrock-cuttombtopayrespecttotheking.
Mnaypeoplestuffedintothesmalltombandlookedinadmirationatthemuralsonthewallsofthe
chamberandtookalookatthefaceofTutthathadbeenpaintedwithgold.Whilevisitorsreadthe
guidebooksinahushedtone,somestoodsilently,wonderingabouthisuntimelydeathinhisteen
years.Theymightalsobewonderingifthecurseofthepharaohwhichleadstothedescendof
misfortuneuponthepersonwhodisturbshim istrue.

“ThemummyisinverybadconditionbecauseofwhatCarterdidinthe1920s,”saidZahi
Hawass,SecretaryGeneralofEgypt’sSupremeCouncilofAntiquities,asheleanedoverthe
bodyforalongfirstlook.Carter—HowardCarter,thatis—wastheBritisharchaeologistwho
in1922discoveredTut’stombafteryearsoffutilesearching.Itscontents,thoughhastily
ransackedinantiquity,weresurprisinglycomplete.Theyremaintherichestroyalcollection
everfoundandhavebecomepartofthepharaoh’slegend.Stunningartefactsingold,their
eternalbrilliancemeanttoguaranteeresurrection,causedasensationatthetimeofthe
discovery—andstillgetthemostattention.ButTutwasalsoburiedwitheverydaythingshe’d
wantintheafterlife:boardgames,abronzerazor,linenundergarments,casesoffoodand
wine.

Futile–pointless;incapableofproducingtheresultofsomething
Hastily–fast;swiftly
Ransacked–raid;gothroughaplacetostealordamagesomething
Antiquity–age,oldness
Resurrection–restorationtolife
Afterlife- lifeafterdeath,basedonthebeliefthattheessentialpartofanindividual'sidentity
 continuestothenextlifeafterthedeathofthephysicalbody

AsZahiHawass,SecretaryGeneralofEgypt,leanedoverthebodytohavealook,hesaidthatthe
mummywasinaverybadconditionbecauseofwhattheBritisharchaeologistHowardCarterdidtoit
inthe1920s.HediscoveredKingTut’stombin1922afteralongsearch.Thevaluabletreasuresof
Tuthadbeenexploredearliertoobutsurprisingly,theywerecomplete.ThetreasurefoundatTut’s
graveistherichesttilldateandhascometobeknownasthePharaoh’slegend.Ithasartefactsin
goldwhichareeternallybeautifulandasgoodasnew.Suchartefactsstillgetattention.Tutwas
buriedwiththingsofdailyuselikearazormadeofbronze,games,linenundergarmentsandboxesof
foodandwinewhichhecoulduseinthenextlife.

Aftermonthsofcarefullyrecordingthepharaoh’sfunerarytreasures,Carterbegan
investigatinghisthreenestedcoffins.Openingthefirst,hefoundashroudadornedwith
garlandsofwillowandoliveleaves,wildcelery,lotuspetals,andcornflowers,thefaded
evidenceofaburialinMarchorApril.Whenhefinallyreachedthemummy,though,heraninto
trouble.Theritualresinshadhardened,cementingTuttothebottom ofhissolidgoldcoffin.
“Noamountoflegitimateforcecouldmovethem,”Carterwrotelater.“Whatwastobedone?”

FuneraryTreasures–thevaluablethingswithwhichthekingwasburied
threenestedcoffin-threecofinsplacedoneinanotherinorderofdecreasingsize.The
innermostcoffinhousesthebodyofthedeceased.
Shroud–alengthofclothinwhichadeadpersoniswrapped
Adorned–decorated
Garlandsofwillow–awreathofflowersandleaves
Mummy- abodyofahumanbeingoranimalthathasbeenceremoniallypreservedby
removaloftheinternalorgans,treatmentwithnatronandresin,andwrappinginbandages.



Ritual-here,theresinsusedintheceremonyofmummification
Resins–astickyflammablesubstancethatisinsolubleinwater
Legitimate-reasonable

CartertookafewmonthstorecordthetreasuresfoundinTut’sgrave. Thenhebeganinvestigating
histhreecoffinswhichwerenestedoneinanother.Inthefirstcoffin,hefoundapieceofclothwith
garlandsofwillow,oliveleaves,wildcelery,lotuspetalsandcornflower,whichsuggestedthathehad
beenburiedinthemonthsofMarchorApril.Whenhereachedthethirdcoffin,hewasintrouble.The
bodyhadhardenedduetotheresinswhichhadcementedthebodyandithadstucktothebottom of
thecoffinwhichwasmadeofgold.Carterwonderedwhattodonextbecausenoamountofforce
couldseparatethetwo.

ThesuncanbeatdownlikeahammerthisfarsouthinEgypt,andCartertriedtouseitto
loosentheresins.Forseveralhourshesetthemummyoutsideinblazingsunshinethat
heateditto149degreesFahrenheit.Nothingbudged.Hereportedwithscientificdetachment
that“theconsolidatedmaterialhadtobechiselledawayfrom beneaththelimbsandtrunk
beforeitwaspossibletoraisetheking’sremains.”

Blazing–veryhot
Budged–movedorshifted;aslightmovement
Chiselledaway–tocutsomethingwithachisel

Cartertriedtoloosentheresinsbykeepingthebodyinthehotsun.Hekeptthemummyin149
degreesFahrenheitheatforseveralhoursbutstill,itremainedstuck.Hereportedthatachiselcould
beusedtocutdownthemummyfrom thelimbsandthetrunksothatTut’sbodycouldbetakenout
ofthecoffin.

Inhisdefence,Carterreallyhadlittlechoice.Ifhehadn’tcutthemummyfree,thievesmost
certainlywouldhavecircumventedtheguardsandrippeditaparttoremovethegold.InTut’s
timetheroyalswerefabulouslywealthy,andtheythought—orhoped—theycouldtaketheir
richeswiththem.Forhisjourneytothegreatbeyond,KingTutwaslavishedwithglittering
goods:preciouscollars,inlaidnecklacesandbracelets,rings,amulets,aceremonialapron,
sandals,sheathsforhisfingersandtoes,andthenowiconicinnercoffinandmask—allof
puregold.ToseparateTutfrom hisadornments,Carter’smenremovedthemummy’shead
andseverednearlyeverymajorjoint.Oncetheyhadfinished,theyreassembledtheremains
onalayerofsandinawoodenboxwithpaddingthatconcealedthedamage,thebedwhere
Tutnowrests.

Circumvented–findawayaround;thieveswouldhavefoundawaytotackletheguardsand
removethegoldfrom thetomb
Inlaid-adecorativepatternonasurface
Amulet-anornamentorsmallpieceofjewellerythoughttogiveprotectionagainstevil,
danger,ordisease.
Apron-aprotectivegarmentwornoverthefrontofone'sclothesandtiedattheback.
Sheaths–aclose-fittingcover
Iconic-somethingorsomeonewhoisasymboloritrepresentssomeotherthing
Adornments–ornaments
Concealed-hid

AccordingtoCarter,hehadnochoiceotherthantocutthemummy.Hebelievedthatifhehadn’t
donethat,thieveswouldhaveremovedthegoldfrom thetombandwouldhavelootedit.DuringTut’s
time,theroyalpeoplewereverywealthyandtheyhadabeliefthatafterdeath,theycouldtakethe
wealthalongwiththem.Forhislifeafterdeath,hewasgivenpreciouscollars,necklaceswith
decorativepatterns,bracelets,rings,amulets,ceremonialaprons,sandals,sheathsforfingersand
toesandnow,aniconicinnercoffinandamask.Hismenremovedhisheadandeveryjointofhis
body.Aftertheyfinished,theyreassembledtheremainsinawoodenboxwithpaddingfilledwitha
layerofsandtoconcealthedamage.Itwashisnewrestingplace.



Archaeologyhaschangedsubstantiallyintheinterveningdecades,focusinglessontreasure
andmoreonthefascinatingdetailsoflifeandintriguingmysteriesofdeath.Italsousesmore
sophisticatedtools,includingmedicaltechnology.In1968,morethan40yearsafterCarter’s
discovery,ananatomyprofessorX-rayedthemummyandrevealedastartlingfact:beneath
theresinthatcakeshischest,hisbreast-boneandfrontribsaremissing.

Intervening–occurinthetimebetweenevents
Intriguing–toarouseone’scuriosity
Startling–unexpectedorsurprising

Inthepastfewdecades,archaeologyhaschangedasitnowfocusesonthedetailsoflifeandthe
mysteriesofdeath.Earlier,itwasaboutfocusingonthetreasure.Now,itusesmoreadvanced
medicaltechnologiesandtoolsforresearch.In1968,ananatomyprofessorX-rayedKingTut’s
mummyandrevealedthatthefrontlimbsandbreastboneweremissing.

Todaydiagnosticimagingcanbedonewithcomputedtomography,orCT,bywhichhundreds
ofX-raysincrosssectionareputtogetherlikeslicesofbreadtocreateathree-dimensional
virtualbody.WhatmorewouldaCTscanrevealofTutthantheX-ray?Andcoulditanswer
twoofthebiggestquestionsstilllingeringabouthim —howdidhedie,andhowoldwasheat
thetimeofhisdeath?
KingTut’sdemisewasabigevent,evenbyroyalstandards.Hewasthelastofhisfamily’s
line,andhisfuneralwasthedeathrattleofadynasty.Buttheparticularsofhispassingaway
anditsaftermathareunclear.

ComputedTomography–AlsocalledaCTscan,itisathree-dimensionalscanofabodywith
thehelpofhundredsofX-Raysincross-sectiontogether
Demise-death
deathrattle-thegurglingsoundproducedinthethroatofapersonwhoisabouttodie
Aftermath–after-effectsofanunpleasantevent

Nowwiththeadvancementoftechnology,CTscanorComputedTomographycangivea
virtualimageofthewholebody.Withthehelpofthistechnology,KingTut’sbodywouldbe
scannedtofindanswerstotwoquestions–Howhediedandhowoldwasheatthetimeof
hisdeath.
Hisdeathwasashocktotheroyalsalsoashewasthelastpersonofhisfamilyandhis
funeralindicatedthediminishmentofhisdynasty.However,whathappenedafterhisdeathis
stillnotclear.

AmenhotepIII—Tut’sfatherorgrandfather—wasapowerfulpharaohwhoruledforalmost
fourdecadesattheheightoftheeighteenthdynasty’sgoldenage.HissonAmenhotepIV
succeededhim andinitiatedoneofthestrangestperiodsinthehistoryofancientEgypt.The
newpharaohpromotedtheworshipoftheAten,thesundisk,changedhisnametoAkhenaten,
or‘servantoftheAten,’andmovedthereligiouscapitalfrom theoldcityofThebestothenew
cityofAkhetaten,knownnowasAmarna.HefurthershockedthecountrybyattackingAmun,
amajorgod,smashinghisimagesandclosinghistemples.“Itmusthavebeenahorrific
time,”saidRayJohnson,directoroftheUniversityofChicago’sresearchcentreinLuxor,the
siteofancientThebes.“Thefamilythathadruledforcenturieswascomingtoanend,and
thenAkhenatenwentalittlewacky.”

Wacky–amusinginaslightlyoddway

Tut’sfatherorgrandfather,AmenhotepIII,wasaverypowerfulPharaohwhoruledovera
periodoffortyyears.Hisson,AmenhotepIV,succeededhim andbeganthestrangestperiod
inthehistoryofEgypt.HepromotedtheworshipofAten(thesundisk).Hechangedhisname
toAkhenatenmeaningservantoftheAtens.Healsoshiftedthereligiouscapitalfrom Thebes
tothenewcityofAkhenaten,calledAmarna.Further,heattackedAmun,agod,smashedhis
imagesandclosedhistemples.RayJohnson,directoroftheUniversityofChicagosaidit



musthavebeenabadtimefortheempireasthefamilywhoruledforcenturiescametoan
endandAkhenatenmovedinanodddirection.

AfterAkhenaten’sdeath,amysteriousrulernamedSmenkhkareappearedbrieflyandexited
withhardlyatrace.AndthenaveryyoungTutankhatentookthethrone—KingTutashe’s
widelyknowntoday.TheboykingsoonchangedhisnametoTutankhamun,‘livingimageof
Amun,’andoversawarestorationoftheoldways.Hereignedforaboutnineyears—andthen
diedunexpectedly.
Regardlessofhisfameandthespeculationsabouthisfate,Tutisonemummyamongmany
inEgypt.Howmany?Nooneknows.TheEgyptianMummyProject,whichbegananinventory
inlate2003,hasrecordedalmost600sofarandisstillcounting.Thenextphase:scanning
themummieswithaportableCTmachinedonatedbytheNationalGeographicSocietyand
Siemens,itsmanufacturer.KingTutisoneofthefirstmummiestobescanned—indeath,as
inlife,movingregallyaheadofhiscountrymen.

Anothermysteriousruler,Smenkhhare,succeededhim anddiedsoon.Next,Tutankhamun,
alsoknownasTut,satonthethroneandruledfornineyears.HeworshippedgodAmuninthe
oldways.However,hediedmysteriously.
TutisoneofthemummiesinEgypt.Whereas,untilnowwiththehelpoftheEgyptianMummy
Projectwhichstartedin2003,almost600mummieshavebeenrecordedsofar.KingTut’s
mummywasthefirstonetobescannedbyCTunderthenextphaseofscanningthe
mummieswiththemachinedonatedbytheNationalGeographicSocietyandSiemens.

ACTmachinescannedthemummyheadtotoe,creating1,700digitalX-rayimagesincross-
section.Tut’shead,scannedin0.62-millimetreslicestoregisteritsintricatestructures,takes
oneeriedetailintheresultingimage.WithTut’sentirebodysimilarlyrecorded,ateam of
specialistsinradiology,forensics,andanatomybegantoprobethesecretsthatthewinged
goddessesofagildedburialshrineprotectedforsolong.

Eeriedetail–strangeimageofTut’sheadasvisiblewiththehelpofCTscan
Forensics–theapplicationofthescientificmethodtoinvestigateacrime
Anatomy–thebranchofsciencewhichdealswiththebodilystructureofhumans,animalsor
otherlivingbeings
Burial–buryingthedead
Shrine–holyplace

TheCTscanmachinescannedthebodybycreating1700digitalX-raysincross-sections.
Tut’sheadwasscannedin0.62mm slicestorecordthetinydetails.Theresultingimagewas
verystrange.Ateam ofRadiology,ForensicsandAnatomyexpertsstartedexaminingthe
secretsofthegravethathadbeenprotectedbyflyinggoddessesforalongtime.

Thenightofthescan,workmencarriedTutfrom thetombinhisbox.Likepallbearersthey
climbedarampandaflightofstairsintotheswirlingsandoutside,thenroseonahydraulic
liftintothetrailerthatheldthescanner.Twentyminuteslatertwomenemerged,sprintedfor
anofficenearby,andreturnedwithapairofwhiteplasticfans.Themillion-dollarscannerhad
quitbecauseofsandinacoolerfan.“Curseofthepharaoh,”jokedaguardnervously.

Eventuallythesubstitutefansworkedwellenoughtofinishtheprocedure.Aftercheckingthat
nodatahadbeenlost,thetechniciansturnedTutovertotheworkmen,whocarriedhim back
tohistomb.Lessthanthreehoursafterhewasremovedfrom hiscoffin,thepharaohagain
restedinpeacewherethefunerarypriestshadlaidhim solongago.

Pallbearers–apersonwhohelpstoescortacoffinatafuneral
Swirling–tospinortwist
Hydrauliclift–aliftthatusesamachinetoliftormoveheavyobjectswithapressure
Sprinted–ranatahighspeed



Duringthenight,workmenclimbedupontherampandtheflightofstairstocarrythebody
from thetombintothespinningsandoutside.Theyrosethebodyontoahydrauliclift,then
intoatrailerwherethescannerwaskept.Aftertwentyminutes,twomenrantowardsthe
officenearbytobringtwofans.Thescannerwasnotworkingasthesandhadentereda
coolerfan.Theguardjokedthatitwasbecauseofthecurseofthepharaohbecausetheyhad
removedhisbody.

Oncethefansworked,theprocedurewasfinished.Thedatawascheckedincaseofany
lossesandthentechniciansreturnedthebodytothepallbearerswhocarriedhim backtohis
tomb.Inlessthanthreehours,hewasrestingatthesameplacewherethepriestshadlaid
him manyyearsago.

BackinthetraileratechnicianpulledupastonishingimagesofTutonacomputerscreen.A
greyheadtookshapefrom ascatteringofpixels,andthetechnicianspunandtilteditinevery
direction.Neckvertebraeappearedasclearlyasinananatomyclass.Otherimagesrevealed
ahand,severalviewsoftheribcage,andatransectionoftheskull.Butfornowthepressure
wasoff.Sittingbackinhischair,ZahiHawasssmiled,visiblyrelievedthatnothinghadgone
seriouslywrong.“Ididn’tsleeplastnight,notforasecond,”hesaid.“Iwassoworried.But
nowIthinkIwillgoandsleep.”

Bythetimeweleftthetrailer,descendingmetalstairstothesandyground,thewindhad
stopped.Thewinterairlaycoldandstill,likedeathitself,inthisvalleyofthedeparted.Just
abovetheentrancetoTut’stomb

stoodOrion—theconstellationthattheancientEgyptiansknewasthesoulofOsiris,thegod
oftheafterlife—watchingovertheboyking.
Astonishing–amazing
Pixels-apixelisasinglepointinagraphicimage
Spun–toturnaround
Vertebrae–seriesofsmallboneswhichform abackbone

Inthetrailer,thetechnicianshowedabeautifulimageofTutonacomputerscreen.He
showedthegreyheadwhichwasscatteredinpixelsandhespunitaround.Next,the
vertebrae,hand,ribcage,andtransectionofhisskullwereshown.Astheworkwasdone,the
pressurewasfinallyofffrom theshouldersofZahiHawass.Whilesittinginhischair,he
smiledandsaidthathewasrelievedthatnothingwentwrong.Hehadnotslepttheprevious
nightandnow,astheworkwasdone,hewouldgoandsleep.
Bythetimetheyleftthetrailer,thewindhadstoppedandthewinterairwaslikedeathitself.
JustabovethetombtheOrionconstellationshoneinthenightsky,watchingovertheboy
king.

  QuestionandAnswers

UnderstandingtheText
1.Givereasonsforthefollowing.
(i)KingTut’sbodyhasbeensubjectedtorepeatedscrutiny.

Ans: KingTut’sbodyhasbeensubjectedtorepeatedscrutinybecauseofhishistory,his
treasureswhichhewasburiedwithandtoknowthereasonbehindhisdeath.

 

(ii)HowardCarter’sinvestigationwasresented.

Ans: HowardCarter’sinvestigationwasresentedbecauseofhisunscientificmethodstocut
offhisbodyfrom thetomb.HealsofocusedmoreonTut’swealthandlessontosolvethe



mysteryofTut’slifeanddeath.

 

(iii)Carterhadtochiselawaythesolidifiedresinstoraisetheking’sremains.

Ans: Carterhadtochiselawaythesolidifiedresinstoraisetheking’sremainsbecausethe
bodywascementedtothebottom ofthesolidgoldcoffinastheresinshadhardened.No
forcecouldmovethebodyawayandkeepingthebodyinthesun,under149degrees
Fahrenheitalsodidnothelp.

 

(iv)Tut’sbodywasburiedalongwithgildedtreasures.

Ans: Tut’sbodywasburiedalongwithgildedtreasuresastheancientEgyptianroyalswere
extremelywealthy.Theyalsobelievedthattheroyaltywouldtakeallthetreasureswiththem
intheirafterlife.

 

(v)Theboykingchangedhisnamefrom TutankhatentoTutankhamun.

Ans: Tutankhamunmeans‘LivingimageofAmun’.AmunwasamajorgodofancientEgypt.
AmenhotepIIIsmashedandclosedhistemples,laterTutrestoredhistemplesandbeliefs
backinhisempire.Thatiswhyhechangedhisnamefrom TutankhatentoTutankhamunto
choosehisbeliefinthegod.

 

2.(i)ListthedeedsthatledRayJohnsontodescribeAkhenatenas“wacky”.

Ans: AccordingtoRayJohnson,theAkhenatenwaswackybecauseofthefollowingreasons:

i.·        HesmashedandclosedAmun’simages.
ii.·        HeworshippedAten,sun’sdisk

iii.·        Hemovedthereligiouscapitalfrom thecityofThebestothenewcityofAkhenaten,
nowcalledAmarna.

iv.·        HechangedhisnametoAkhenaten

(ii)WhatweretheresultsoftheCTscan?

Ans: TheresultsoftheCTscanwereastonishingwhichwas1700digitalX-rayscross-
sectioningeachothertomakeathree-dimensionalimage.Agreyheadappearedandhis
vertebraewereshown.Theimagesofthehand,ribcage,andskullwereshownwhichwereso
clear.

 

(iii)Listtheadvancesintechnologythathaveimprovedforensicanalysis.

Ans: Withtheadvancementintechnology,ithasbeenmadepossibleformanyscientifictests
tobecarriedoutinamoreaccuratewaytodeterminethecauseofacrime.X-Ray,CTscan,
Postmortem,biopsy,andautopsyarenowpossible.

 

(iv)Explainthestatement,“KingTutisoneofthefirstmummiestobescanned—indeath,as
inlife...”



Ans: Tut’smummywasthefirstonetobeX-rayedin1968andlater,in2005,thefirsttobe
scannedthroughComputingTomography(CT).CTscanrevealednewthreedimensional
imagesofhisbodywhichansweredmanyquestions.

 

Note:-Readthesummaryanddetailedexplanationofthechapter.Gothroughthemeaningsofdifficultwordsgivenand

completequestionanswers.


