
Poem-3KeepingQuiet(Summary)

By-PabloNeruda

Thispoem advocatestheimportanceofsilenceandself-introspection.Itcantransform

notonlythelifeofanindividualbutalsothefaceoftheearth.Thepoetsaysthatitdoes

notneedmuchtimetolookwithinandexamineoneself.Itwilltakeonlyaslongasitwill

taketocounttotwelve.Duringthistimeofintrospection(self-examination),oneshould

keepquietandsaynothingatall.Itwillgivehim astrangefeelingoftogethernesswithall

others.

Althoughitmayseem alittlestrangeinthebeginning,itwilleventuallybringusall

together.Thissilencewillbefreefrom ‘thedisturbingsoundsofenginesandpeople

rushingtogettheirworkdone’forsometime.Hefeelscontendedimaginingthechange

thatwillbebroughtaboutinthosemoments.Themenwhohurttheirhandswhile

collectingsaltwillgetalittlerest.Eventhepeoplewhoseekfreshwars,usingfatalgas

andweapons,willputoncleanclothesandgetachancetowalkamongtheirbrothers.

Theywillleadahatred-freeandcalm life,givingahalttotheirdestructiveactivities.

Thepoetclarifiesthathiswishshouldnotbeconsideredasacasefor“totalinactivity”.He

onlywantstointerruptthesad,cruelandbalefulactivitiesoftheworldforafewmoments

andmakethepeopleintrospecttheiractions.Infactwhathesaysisconnectedwithlife,

notwithdeath.Activityisveryessenceoflife.Inactivityisdeathbutforafresh,betterand

usefulactivity,alittlestillnessisessential.

Thepoetusestheimageoftheearthtoshowhowlifeexistsinseeminglydormantthings.

Inwinter,theearthbecomessostillandsilentthatitseemstobedead.Butlaterinspring,

itseemstobelivelyagain.Ithasnewbeautiesandcoloursaddedtoit.Similarly,aftera

littlequietnessandsilence,mancanresumehisactivitiesinafreshandbettermanner.

Readthestanzasgivenbelowandanswerthequestionsthatfolloweach:
1.Nowwewillcounttotwelveandwewillallkeepstill.
Questions
(a)Whydoesthepoetaskustocounttotwelve?
(b)Whydoesthepoetaskustokeepstill?
(c)Findwordsfrom thepassagewhichmean.
(ii)saynumber(iii)quietandmotionless.



Answers:
(a)Thereareonlytwelvesignsontheclocktomeasurehours.Therefore,thepoetasksustocounttill
theclockmeasuresthesehorns.
(b)Toomuchactivityandrushhasonlybroughtmisfortunestomankind.Hence,itisbettertobequiet
andstill.
(c)(i)count(ii)still

2. ForonceonthefaceoftheEarthlet’snotspeakinanylanguage,let’sstopforonesecond,
andnotmoveourarmssomuch.
Questions
(a)‘Let’snotspeakinanylanguage’,saysthepoet.Why?
(b)Whatshouldwenotdoforasecond?
(c)Whatdoyouunderstandby‘thefaceoftheEarth?
Answers:
(a)Thepeopleoftheworldhavebeenindulginginwarsandbloodshedsonminorexcuses.Ifthey
keepquiet,theymaynotindulgeinreasoning,disputesandquarrels.So,letthem keepquietandnot
speakinanylanguage.Thiswillensurepeaceandprosperity.
(b)Weshouldceaseallactivitiesforasecond.Manhasusedhisarmsonlytokillanddestroyothers.
Therefore,letthem notmovetheirarmssomuchastoharm others.
(c)Theexpression“thefaceoftheEarth’referstothevariouscountriesonthesurfaceoftheearth.

3.Itwouldbeanexoticmomentwithoutrush,withoutengines,wewouldallbetogether
inasuddenstrangeness.
Questions
(a)Whatwillhappenifthereisnorushorrunningofengines?
(b)Whatsortofmomentwillitbe?
(c)Howwouldallofusfeelatthatmoment?
Answers:
(a)Therewillbepeaceallaroundifthereisnorushorthesoundoftherunningofenginesand
machines.
(b)Itwillbeaveryenticingandbeautifulmoment.
(c)Allofuswillenjoythesuddenstrangenessofthatmoment.

4. Fishermeninthecoldseawouldnotharm whalesandthemangatheringsalt
wouldlookathishurthands.
Questions
(a)Whatdofishermenusuallydointhecoldsea?
(b)Whatdoesthepoetaskfishermennottodo?
(c)Whathashappenedtothemangatheringsalt?
(d)Whatshouldthemangatheringsaltdo?
Answers:
(a)Fishermenusuallycatchfish,particularlywhales,inthecoldseas.
(b)Thepoetasksfishermennottohurtorinjurethewhalesintheseas.
(c)Themangatheringsalthasinjuredhishands.
(d)Hemusttakecareofhishurthands.

5. Thosewhopreparegreenwars,
warswithgas,warswithfire,
victorywithnosurvivors,
wouldputoncleanclothes
andwalkaboutwiththeir
brothers
intheshade,doingnothing.
Questions
(a)Namethepoem andthepoetoftheselines.



(b)Whatsortofwarsarementionedintheabovelines?
(c)Whatkindofvictorywillitbe?
(d)Howshouldtheloversofwarbehave?
Answers:
(а)Thenameofthepoem isKeepingQuiet.ThepoetisPabloNeruda.
(b)Greenwars,warswithpoisonousgasesandwarswiththefirearethedifferentkindsofwars.
(c)Itwillbeavictorywherenosurvivorswillbelefttocelebrateit.Suchavictorywillbemeaningless.
(d)Theyshouldputoncleanclothesandwalkwiththeirbrothersunderthetreesdoingnothing.

6.WhatIwantshouldnotbeconfused
withtotalinactivity.iLifeiswhatitisabout;
Iwantnotruckwithdeath.
Ifwewerenotsosingle-minded
aboutkeepingourlivesmoving,
andforoncecoulddonothing,
perhapsahugesilence
mightinterruptthissadnessofneverunderstandingourselvesandofthreateningourselveswith
death.
Questions
(a)Whatdoesthepoetwant?Whatshoulditnotbeconfusedwith?
(b)Explain:Iwantnotruckwithdeath’.
(c)Whatdopeoplepursuesingle-mindedly?Whichisthebettercoursethepoetsuggests?
(d)Whencanahugesilencedousgood?
Answers:
(а)Thepoetisadvocatingforsilenceorstillness.Stillnessshouldnotbeconfusedwithtotalinactivity.
(b)Totalinactivitybringsdeath.Thepoetrefusestoassociate(ordeal)withdeath.Thus,heisnot
advocatingfordeath.
(c)Peoplepursuesingle-mindedlyonkeepingtheirlivesmoving...Thepoetsuggeststhatitwouldbe
betteriftheygivethemselvesrestforsometime.Foroncetheymaydonothing.
(d)Ahugesilencecandousalotofgoodwhenwearedisappointedatnotunderstandingourselves.

7. PerhapstheEarthcanteachusaswheneverythingseemsdeadandlaterprovestobealive.
NowI’llcountuptotwelve
andyoukeepquietandIwillgo.
Questions
(a)WhatcantheEarthteachus?
(b)Whatremainsalivewheneverythingseemsdead?
(c)Whatdoesthepoetwanttodo?
(d)Whatdoesthepoetaskustodo?
Answers:
‘(a)Theearthcanteachusalessonhowtoliveonit.
(b)Onlytheearthremainsalivewheneverythingseemsdead.
(c)Thepoetwantstocountuptotwelve.
(d)Heasksustokeepquietwhileheiscountinguptotwelve.

QUESTIONSFROM TEXTBOOK

Q1.Whatwillcountinguptotwelveandkeepingstillhelpusachieve?
Ans: CountinguptotwelveandKeepingstillgivesusamomentarypausetointrospectandreview
thecourseofaction.Itisgenerallyobservedthatmostoftheillsandtroublesoftheworldarecaused
byourrushorhurry.Violenceiscausedbyanger.Keepingquietandstillwillgiveuspeace.

Q2.Doyouthinkthepoetadvocatestotalinactivitywithdeath?
Ans: No,hedoesn’tadvocateeithertotalinactivityordeath.Hemakesitquiteclearthat‘stillness’



shouldnotbeconfusedwith“totalinactivity.Totalinactivitybringsdeath.ButNerudahas‘notruck
withdeath’.Hisstillnessmeanshaltingofharmfulandhostilehumanactivities.

Q3.Whatisthe‘sadness’thatthepoetreferstointhepoem?
Ans: Man’ssadnessisformedoutofhisownactionsandthoughts.Itisquiteironicalthatmanwho
understandssomuchfailstounderstandhimselfandhisaction.Rashactionsproveharmfuland
disastruous.Manisthecreatorofalldisasters.Heisalwaysthreateninghimselfwithdeathbecause
ofhisthoughtsandactions.


