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Chapter-1ThePortraitOfALady(Summary)

By-KhushwantSingh
Inthisstory,theauthordrawsapenportraitofhisgrandmother.Hebeautifullyunfoldshisrelationship
withher,whiledescribingherappearanceanddailyactivities.

Appearanceofthegrandmother

Theauthorrecallshisgrandmotherasaveryoldladywithawrinkledface.Sheappearedsooldthatit
washardforhim tobelievethatshehadoncebeen“youngandpretty”.Shewasshort,fatandalittle
stoopedinappearance.Theauthorremembershermovingaboutthehousein“spotlesswhite”,
countingthebeadsofherrosarywhileherlipsmovedconstantlyinsilentprayers.Shewasnot“pretty”
inthetraditionalsense,yetherserenitymadeher“beautiful”.

Initialyearsoftogetherness:Lifeinthevillage

Intheinitialyearsofhislife,theauthorlivedwithhisgrandmotherinthevillage,sharingagood
friendship.Hisgrandmotherusedtowakehim upinthemorningandgethim readyfortheschool.She
wouldhandovertohim thethingsherequiredintheschool.Afterhavingthick,stalechappatiswith
butterandsugarforbreakfast,theyusedtoleaveforschool.Theauthor'sgrandmotheralways
accompaniedhim toschoolasitwasattachedtothetemple.Itwasherhabittocarryseveralstale
chappatisforthevillagedogs,whichtheyusedtofeedwhilereturningfrom theschool.The
grandmotherusedtositinsidethetemplereadingholybookswhilethenarratorlearntalphabetsand
prayersintheschool.

Turningpointoftheirfriendship:Lifeinthecity 

The‘turning-point’oftheirfriendshipcamewhentheymovedtothecitytostaywiththeauthor’s
parents.Thoughtheysharedthesameroom,hisgrandmothernolongeraccompaniedhim tothe
schoolsincetheauthorstartedgoinginabus.Asyearsrolledby,they“sawlessofeachother”.

 Meanwhile,astherewerenodogsinthestreets,shetooktofeedingthesparrows.

Unlikethevillageschool,theauthorwasnottaughtaboutGodandthescriptureswhichtroubled his
grandmother.Shedidnotbelieveinwhatwasbeingtaughtathisschoolandwasunhappyasshecould
nothelphim withhislessons.Moreover,shewasdisturbedattheideaofmusiclessonsbeinggivenat
schoolassheconsideredmusictobeunsuitableforgentlefolk.Herdisapprovalwasconspicuousin
hersilence.

Thegrandmothercombat'sherlonelinessbyfeedingthesparrows

Whentheauthorstartedgoingtotheuniversityhewasgivenaroom ofhisown.Itresultedinafurther
gapbetweenthem.Sheacceptedherlonelinessandrarelyspoketoanyone.Alldaylong,shesat
spinningthewheelandrecitingherprayers.Sherelaxedforashorttime,onlyintheafternoon,tofeed
thesparrowswhocameinlargenumbers.Thebondandlevelofcomforttheysharedwithheris
evidentinthefactthattheyperchedevenonherlegsandhead.Sheusedtobeatherhappiest-self
whilefeedingthesparrows.

Authorleavesforhigherstudies

Theauthordecidedtogoabroadforfurtherstudies.Hewassurethathisgrandmotherwouldbeupset



athisdeparture.Onthecontrary,shecametotherailwaystationtoseehim offbutdidnotshowany
emotion.Shewasabsorbedinherprayers,tellingthebeadsofherrosary.Shesilentlykissedthe
author'sforehead,whichtheauthorconsideredtobe(supposedly)thelastsignoftheirphysical
contact.

Author’shomecoming

Onhisreturnafterfiveyears,theauthordidnotfindanychangeinhisgrandmother.Shewasasoldas
everandremainedabsorbedinherprayers.Eventhatday,thehappiestmomentforherwasfeedingthe
sparrows.

Intheevening,forthefirsttimeever,shedidnotpray.Shecollectedseveralladiesofthe
neighbourhoodandsangsongsrelatedtothehome-comingofthewarriors.Shehadtobepersuaded
tostopsinginginordertoavoidoverstraining.However,thenextdayshewastakenill.

Grandmother'sdeath

Thoughdiagnosedwithamildfeverbythedoctor,grandmotherknewthatherendwasnear.She
decidedtospendthelastfewhoursofherliferecitingprayersandtellingherbeads.Soon,herlips
stoppedmovingandshedied.

Asilenttributebythesparrows

Thefamilywenttomakearrangementsforthegrandmother’sfuneral.Astheycamewithastretcher,
theystoppedmid-waytofindthousandsofsparrowsscatteredaroundherdeadbody.Thesparrows
mournedthedeathofthegrandmotherinuttersilence.Theyignoredthebreadcrumbsthrownatthem
bytheauthor’smotherandflewawaysilentlyafterthebodywascarriedawayforcremation.Thebread
-crumbsweresweptawaybythesweepernextmorning.

Givereasonsforthefollowing:-

Question1:
Thethreephasesoftheauthor’srelationshipwithhisgrandmotherbeforelieleftelsecountrytostudy
abroad.
Answer:
Thethreephasesoftheauthor’srelationshipwithhisgrandmotherbeforeheleftthecountrytostudy
abroadare:

1.childhood–whenhewenttothevillageschoolandthegrandmotherhelpedhim togetreadyandwentto
schoolwithhim.

2.boyhood–whenhewenttothecityschoolinabus.Hesharedaroom withgrandmotherbutshecouldno
longerhelphim inhisstudies.

3.earlyyouth–whenhewenttotheuniversityandwasgivenaroom ofhim own.Thecommonlinkof
friendshipwassnapped.

Question2:
Threereasonswhytheauthor’sgrandmotherwasdisturbedwhenm startedgoingtothecityschool.
Answer:
Thethreereasonswhytheauthor’sgrandmotherwasdisturbedwhenhestartedgoingtothecity
schoolare:

1.ShehatedwesternScienceandlearning.
2.ShewaspainedtoknowthattherewasnoteachingofGodandthescripturesthere.
3.Shewasallergictomusic.Shethoughtitwasnotmeantfordecentpeopleandgentlefolk.Itwasthe

monopolyofprostitutesandbeggars.



Question3:Threewaysinwhichtheauthor’sgrandmotherspentherdaysafterhegrewup.

Answer:
Thethreewaysinwhichtheauthor’sgrandmotherspentherdaysafterhegrewupare:

 Shelivedaloneinherroom asshehadacceptedherlonelinessquietly.
 Shesatatherspinningwheelrecitingprayers.
 Intheafternoon,shewouldfeedthesparrowsforhalfanhour.

Question4:
Theoddwaysinwhichtheauthor’sgrandmotherbehavedjustbeforeshedied.
Answer:
Justbeforeherdeath,theauthor’sgrandmotherrefusedtotalktothem.Sinceshe
hadomittedtopraythepreviousnightwhileshewassingingsongsofhomecomingandbeatingthe
drum,shewasnotgoingtowasteanymoretime.Sheignoredtheirprotests.Shelaypeacefullyinbed
prayingandtellingbeads.

Question5:
Thewayinwhichthesparrowsexpressedtheirsorrowwhentheauthor’sgrandmotherdied.
Answer:
Thousandsofsparrowssatsilentlysurroundingthedeadbodyoftheauthor’sgrandmother.Therewas
nochirruping.Theauthor’smotherthrewsomecrumbsofbreadtothem.Theytooknonoticeofthem.
Assoonasthegrandmother’scorpsewascarriedoff,theyflewawayquietly.Thusthesparrows
expressedtheirsorrow.

TalkingAbouttheText
 Question1:
Theauthor’sgrandmotherwasareligiousperson.Whatarethedifferentwaysinwhichwecometo
knowthis?
Answer:
Theauthor’sgrandmotherwasadeeplyreligiouslady.Wecometoknowthisthroughthedifferent
waysofherbehaviour.Shevisitedthetempleeverymorningandreadscriptures.Athomeshealways
mumbledinaudibleprayerandkepttellingthebeadsofrosary.Shewouldrepeatprayersinasing-song
mannerwhilegettingthewriterreadyforschool.Shehopedthathewouldlearnitbyheart.Shedidn’t
likeEnglishschoolastherewasnoteachingofGodandscriptures.
Evenwhilespinningatherspinning-wheelshewouldreciteprayers.Perhapsitwasonlyoncethatshe
forgottosayherprayers.Itwasontheeveningpriortoherdeathwhenshefeltoverexcitedwhile
celebratingthearrivalofhergrandsonwithsongsandbeatingsofdrum.Shecontinuedprayingand
tellingbeadsofherrosarytillherlastbreath.

Question2:
Describethechangingrelationshipbetweentheauthorandhisgrandmother.Didtheirfeelingsforeach
otherchange?
Answer:
Duringhisboyhood,theauthorwascompletelydependentonhisgrandmother.Shewasapartofhis
life.Theturningpointintheirfriendshipcamewhentheywenttocity.Shecouldnolongeraccompany
him toschoolashewenttherebybus.Theysharedthesameroom butshecouldnothelphim inhis
studies.Shewouldaskhim whattheteachershadtaught.Shedidnotbelieveinthethingsthatwere
taughtatschool.ShewasdistressedthattherewasnoteachingaboutGodandthescriptures.Shefelt
offendedthatmusicwasalsobeingtaught.Sheexpressedherdisapprovalsilently.Afterthissherarely
talkedtohim.Whenhewenttouniversity,hewasgivenaroom ofhisown.Thecommonlinkof
friendshipwassnapped.



Howevertheirfeelingsforeachotherdidnotchange.Theystilllovedeachotherdeeply.Shewentto
seetheauthoroffattherailwaystationwhenhewasgoingabroadforhigherstudies.Sheshowedno
emotionbutkissedhisforeheadsilently.Theauthorvaluedthisasperhapsthelastsignofphysical
contactbetweenthem.Whentheauthorreturnedafterfiveyears,shereceivedhim atthestation.She
claspedhim inherarms.Intheeveningshecelebratedhishomecomingbysingingsongsandbeating
anolddrum.

Question3:
Wouldyouagreethattheauthor’sgrandmotherwasapersonstrongincharacter?Ifyes,giveinstances
thatshowthis.
Answer:
Yes,Iagreethattheauthor’sgrandmotherwasapersonstrongincharacter.Shewasastrongwoman
withstrongbeliefs.Althoughshewasnotformallyeducated,shewasseriousabouttheauthor’s
education.Shecouldnotadjustherselftothewesternwayoflife,ScienceandEnglisheducation.She
hatedmusicanddisapprovedofitsteachinginschool.
Shewasadeeplyreligiouslady.Herlipswerealwaysmovinginasilentprayer.Shewasalwaystelling
thebeadsofherrosary.Shewenttotempledailyandreadthescriptures.Shewasdistressedtoknow
thattherewasnoteachingaboutGodandholybooksatKhushwant’snewEnglishschool.
ShewasakindladySheusedtofeeddogsinthevillage.Inthecityshetooktofeedingsparrows.
Althougholdinyearsandweakinbodyshehadstrengthofmind.Justbeforeherdeath,sherefusedto
talktothemembersofthefamilyasshedidnotwanttowastehertime.Shewantedtomakeupforthe
timelasteveningwhenshehadnotprayedtoGod.Shelaypeacefullyinbedsayingprayersandtelling
thebeadsofherrosarytillshebreathedherlast.


