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Chapter-1. TheLastLesson(Summary). By:AlphoneDaudet

Franzstartedforschoolverylatethatmorning.HewasafraidofbeingscoldedbecauseM.

Hamelwastoquestionthem onparticiples,andhedidnotknowthefirstwordaboutthem.Hethoughtof

runningawayandspendingthedayoutofdoors.Thewarm brightday,thechirpingbirds,andthePrussian

soldiersdrillingintheopenfieldbackofthesawmillweretempting.Butheresistedthetemptationand

hurriedofftoschool.

Therewasacrowdinfrontofthebulletin-boardnearthetown-hall.Wachter,theblacksmithaskedFranz

nottogosofast.Heassuredtheboythathewouldgettohisschoolinplentyoftime.Usuallytherewasa

greatbustlewhentheschoolbeganbutthatdayeverythingwasasquietasSundaymorning.

ThroughthewindowFranzsawhisclassmates,alreadyintheirplacesandM.Hamelwalkingupanddown

withhisterribleironrulerunderhisarm.Franzopenedthedoorandwentin.Heblushedandwas

frightened.M.Hamelverykindlyaskedhim togotohisplace.

Franznoticedthattheirteacherhadputonhisbeautifulgreencoat,hisfrilledshirt,andthelittleblacksilk

cap,allembroidered.Heworetheseonlyoninspectionandprizedays.Thevillagepeopleweresitting

quietlyontheusuallyemptybackbenches.Everybodylookedsad;andHauserhadbroughtanoldprimer.

M.Hamelsaidthatitwasthelastlessonhewouldgivethem.Henceforth,onlyGermanwastobetaughtin

theschoolsofAlsaceandLorraine.Thenewmasterwouldcomethenextday.Thiswastheirlastlesson

ofFrench.Hewantedthem tobeveryattentive.

Franzfeltsorrythathehadnotlearnthislessonsproperly.TheideathatM.Hamelwasgoingawaymade

thenarratorforgetallabouthisrulerandhowcrankyhewas.NowFranzunderstoodwhyM.Hamelhad

putonhisfineSundayclothesandwhytheoldmenofthevillageweresittingthere.Theyhadcometo

thankthemasterforhisfortyyears’faithfulserviceandtoshowtheirrespectforthecountrythatwas

theirsnomore.

M.HamelaskedFranztorecite,buthestoodtheresilent.Theteacherdidnotscoldhim.Heconfessed

thathisparentsandhe(theteacher)wereatfault.ThenhetalkedoftheFrenchlanguage-themost

beautifullanguageintheworld—theclearest,themostlogical.Heaskedthem toguarditamongthem and

neverforgetit.Theirlanguagewasthekeytotheirprison.

Thentheyhadlessoningrammarandwriting.Thepigeonscooedverylowontheroof.Franzthoughtif

theywouldmakeeventhepigeonssinginGerman.AllthewhileM.Hamelwassittingmotionlessinhis

chairandgazingatonethingortheother.Hissisterwaspackingtheirtrunksintheroom aboveasthey

hadtoleavethecountrynextday.

Afterwriting,theyhadalessoninhistory,andthenthebabieschantedtheirba,be,bi,bo,bu.Evenold

Hauserwascrying.Allatoncethechurch-clockstrucktwelveandthenthemiddayprayers.Atthesame

momentthetrumpetsofthePrussians,returningfrom drill,soundedunderthewindows.M.Hamelstood

up.Hewantedtospeakbutsomethingchokedhim.



Thenhetookapieceofchalkandwroteontheblackboardaslargeashecould“ViveLaFrance!”Afterthis

hestoppedandleanedhisheadagainstthewall.Withoutaword,hemadeagesturewithhishandto

indicatethattheschoolwasdismissedandtheymightgo.

.

QUESTIONSFROM TEXTBOOKSOLVED

THINKASYOUREAD
Q1.WhatwasFranzexpectedtobepreparedwithforschoolthatday?

Ans:ThatdayFranzwasexpectedtobepreparedwithparticiplesbecauseM.Hamelhadsaidthathe

wouldquestionthem onparticiples.Franzdidnotknowanythingaboutparticiples.

Q2.WhatdidFranznoticethatwasunusualabouttheschoolthatday?

Ans:Usually,whenschoolbegan,therewasagreatbustle,whichcouldbeheardoutinthestreet.Butit

wasallverystillthatday.EverythingwasasquietasSundaymorning.Therewasnoopeningorclosing

ofdesks.Hisclassmateswerealreadyintheirplaces.Theteacher’sgreatrulerinsteadofrappingonthe

table,wasunderM.Hamel’sarm.

Q3.Whathadbeenputuponthebulletin-board?

Ans:Forthelasttwoyearsallthebadnewshadcomefrom thebulletin-board.Anorderhadcomefrom

BerlintoteachonlyGermanintheschoolsofAlsaceandLorraine.TheGermanshadputupthisnoticeon

thebulletin-board.

THINKASYOUREAD
Q1.Whatchangesdidtheorderfrom Berlincauseinschoolthatday?

Ans:M.Hamelhadputonhisbestdress—hisbeautifulgreencoat,hisfrilledshirtandthelittleblacksilk

cap,allembroidered.Thewholeschoolseemedsostrangeandsolemn.Onthebackbenchesthatwere

alwaysempty,theelderlyvillagepeopleweresittingquietlylikethekids.

Q2.HowdidFranz’sfeelingsaboutM.Hamelandschoolchange?

Ans:FranzcametoknowthatitwasthelastlessoninFrenchthatM.Hamelwouldgivethem.From the

nextdaytheywillbetaughtonlyGerman.Thenhefeltsorryfornotlearninghislessonsproperly.His

books,whichseemedanuisanceandaburdenearlierwerenowoldfriends.HisfeelingsaboutM.Hamel

alsochanged.Heforgotallabouthisrulerandhowcrankyhewas.

UNDERSTANDINGTHETEXT
Q1.Thepeople?inthisstorysuddenlyrealisehow1precioustheirlanguageistothem.

Whatshowsyouthis?Whydoesthishappen?

Ans:M.HameltoldthestudentsandvillagersthathenceforthonlyGermanwouldbetaughtintheschools

ofAlsaceandLorraine.ThosewhocalledthemselvesFrenchmenwouldneitherbeabletospeaknorwrite

it.HepraisedFrenchasthemostbeautiful,theclearestandmostlogicallanguageintheworld.Hesaid

thatfortheenslavedpeople,theirlanguagewasthekeytotheirprison.Thenthepeoplerealisedhow

precioustheirlanguagewastothem.Thisshowspeople’slovefortheirownculture,traditionsandcountry.



Prideinone’slanguagereflectsprideinthemotherland.

Q2.Franzthinks,“Willtheymakethem singinGerman,eventhepigeonsT’Whatcouldthismean?(There

couldhemorethanoneanswer.)

Ans:ThiscommentofFranzshowsaFrenchman’stypicalreactiontotheimpositionoflearningGerman,

thelanguageoftheconquerors.Beingdeprivedofthelearningofmothertonguewouldmeancuttingoff

allbondswiththemotherland.TeachingthepigeonstosinginGermanindicateshowfartheGermans

wouldgointheirattemptsoflinguisticchauvinism.

MOREQUESTIONSSOLVED

SHORTANSWERTYPEQUESTIONS
Q1.WhydoyouthinkwaslittleFranzafraidofbeingscolded?

Ans:FranzwasafraidofbeingscoldedthatdayespeciallybecauseM.Hamel,theteacher,hadsaidthat

hewouldquestionthem onparticiples.Franzfranklyadmitsthathewastotallyignorantaboutthetopic.

Hisexactwordsare:“Ididnotknowthefirstwordaboutthem.”Secondly,hehadstartedforschoolvery

latethatmorning.

Q2.“Itwasallmuchmoretemptingthantheruleforparticiples.”WhatdidFranzfind‘muchmore

tempting’?Howdidhefinallyreact?

Ans:Franzfoundthatitwasaverywarm andbrightday.Thebirdswerechirpingattheedgeofwoods.

ThePrussiansoldiersweredrillingintheopenfieldatthebackofsawmill.Hecouldgladlyspendlifeout

ofdoors.However,hehadthestrengthtoresistthetemptation.Finally,hehurriedofftoschool.

Q3.“Whatcanbethematternow?”saysFranz.Why,doyouthink,didhemakethiscomment?

Ans:Therewasabulletin-boardnearthetown-hall.WhenFranzpassedbyit,henoticedacrowdthere.He

didnotstoptolookatit.Hewonderedwhatcouldbethematterthen.Forthelasttwoyeairstheyhad

receivedallthebadnewsfrom thebulletin-board—thelostbattle,conscriptionandtheordersofthe

commandingofficer.

Q4.WhowasWachter?WhatdidheaskFranzandwhy?HowdidFranzreact?

Ans:Wachterwasablacksmith.Hewasreadingthelatestbulletin.HeaskedFranznottogosofasttohis

school.Headdedthatthelittleboywouldgettohisschoolinplentyoftime.Wachterhadreadthelatest

bulletinaboutteachingofGerman.Franzthoughtthattheblacksmithwasmakingafunofhim.So,heran

totheschoolandreachedtherebreathless.

Q5.WhatwastheusualscenewhenFranz’sschoolbeganinthemorning?

Ans:Usually,whentheschoolbegan,therewasagreatbustle.Thenoisecouldbeheardoutintheschool.

Studentsopenedandclosedtheirdesks.Theyrepeatedthelessonstogetherveryloudly.Theykepttheir

handsovertheirearstounderstandbetter.Theteacherwouldgoonrappingthetablewithhisgreatiron

ruler.

Q6.HowhadFranzhopedtogettohisdesk?Whathadhetodoandwhy?

Ans:Franzhadhopedtogettohisdeskunseenduringthecommotion.Butthatdayitwasveryquiet.So,

Franzhadtoopenthedoorandgoinbeforeeverybody.Heblushedashewaslate.Hewasfrightenedthat



theteachermightrebukehim,butM.Hamelspokekindlytohim thatday.

Q7.WhatthreethingsinschoolsurprisedFranzmostthatday?

Ans:First,M.Hamel,theteacherhadputonhisfineSundayclothes—hisbeautifulgreencoat,frilledshirt

andthelittleblacksilkcap,allembroidered.Second,thewholeschoolseemedquitestrangeandsolemn.

Thirdly,thevillagepeopleweresittingquietlylikeschoolchildrenonthebackbenchesthatusually

remainedempty.

Q8.Whyhadthevillagerscometoschoolthatday?Howdidtheylook?

Ans:ThevillagershadcometheretothankM.Hamelforhisfortyyearsoffaithfulservice.Theyalso

wantedtoshowtheirrespecttothecountrythatwastheirsnomore.Theyweresorrythattheyhadnot

gonetoschoolmore.Theyweresittingquietlyandlookedsad.

Q9.“Whatathunderclapthesewordsweretome!”Whichwerethewordsthatshockedandsurprisedthe

narrator?

Ans:M.Hamel,theteacher,toldthechildreninasolemnandgentletonethatitwastheirlast

Frenchlesson.Henceforth,onlyGermanwouldbetaughtintheschoolsofAlsaceandLorraine.Thenew

masterwouldcomethenextday.AsthatwastheirlastFrenchlesson,hewantedthem tobevery

attentive.Theteacher’skindgestureanduseofsoftwordsshockedandsurprisedthenarrator.

Q10.HowdidFranzreacttothedeclaration:‘ThisisyourlastFrenchlesson’?

Ans:Thewordsappearedstartlingandunexpectedlikeathunderclap.Henowunderstoodwhytherewas

acrowdatthebulletinboard,whythevillagepeoplehadcometoschool,whytheteacherwasdressedin

hisSundaybestandwhytherewassadnessandsilenceintheschool.

Q11.WhattemptedFranztostayawayfrom school?[Delhi2014]

Ans:FranzwasnotpreparedTorthetestonparticiples.ThePrussiansoldiersweredrillingintheopen

fieldatthebackofsawmill.Thebirdswerechirpingattheedgeofwoods.Thesethingstemptedhim.So

hehurriedofftoschool.

Q12.WhodidM.HamelblameforneglectoflearningonthepartofboyslikeFranz?

Ans:HethoughtittypicalwiththepeopleofAlsace.Theywouldputofflearningtilltomorrow.Parentsare

notquiteanxioustohavetheirchildrenlearn.Theyputthem toworkonafarm oratthemillsinorderto

havealittlemoremoney.Theteachergothisflowerswateredorgavethem aholiday.Hetooneglected

theirlessons.

Q13.WhatdidM.Hameltellthem aboutFrenchlanguage?Whatdidheaskthem todoandwhy?

Ans:M.Hameltoldthem thatFrenchwasthemostbeautifullanguageintheworld.Itwastheclearestand

themostlogicallanguage.Heaskedthem toguarditamongthem andnever_forgetit.Hegaveareason

also.Whenapeoplewereenslaved,aslongastheyheldfasttotheirlanguage,theyhadthekeytotheir

prison.

Q14.Whyweretheeldersofthevillagesittingintheclassroom?[AllIndia2014]Ans:M.Hamelwas

takingtheclassoflastFrenchlesson.Thatiswhyeldersofthevillageweresittingintheclassroom to

attendit.ItwasdonenotonlytopayrespecttoM.Hamelbuttopayrespecttohisownlanguage.

Q15.HowdidFranzandotherhoysenjoytheirlessoninwriting?

Ans:ThatdayM.Hamelhadnewcopiesforthem.Thewords“France,Alsace,France,Alsace”were



writtenonthem inabeautifulroundhand.Theboyssettoworkquietly.Theonlysoundwasthe

scratchingofthepensoverthepaper.Nobodypaidanyattentiontothebeetleswhoflewin.

Q16.HowdidM.Hamelfeelandbehaveduringthelastlesson?

Ans:M.Hamelwassolemnandgentle.Hesatmotionlessinhischairduringthewritinglesson.Hegazed

atonethingortheother.Perhapshewantedtofixinhismindhoweverythinglookedinthatlittleschool

room.Surely,itmusthavebrokenhishearttoleaveitallafterfortyyears.

Q17.“Hehadthecouragetoheareverylessontotheverylast.”WhatledFranztomakethisremark?

Ans:FranznoticedthatM.Hamelwasfeelingsadonhavingtoleavetheplacesifter40yearsandnot

beingallowedtoteachFrenchanylonger.Yet,hekeptcontrolonhisemotions.Heperformedhisduties

faithfully.Heheardeverylessontothelast.Theschoolwasdismissedonlyatmid-dayprayertime.

Q18.Whathappenedwhenthelessoninhistorywasover?

Ans:Afterthelessoninhistorywasover,thebabieschantedtheirba,be,bi,bo,bu.OldHauser,whowas

sittingatthebackoftheroom,hadputonhisspectacles.Hewasholdinghisprimerinbothhands.He

wasspellingtheletterswiththebabies.

Q19.“Ah,howwellIrememberit,thatlastlesson!”saysthenarrator.Whichscenedoesheremember

morevividlythantheothers?

Ans:ThenarratorremembersthesceneofoldHauserspellingthelettersfrom theprimerwiththebabies.

Hetoowascrying.Hisvoicetrembledwithemotion.Itwassofunnytohearhim thatallofthem wanted

tolaughandcryatthesametime.

Q20.HowdidM.Hamelbehaveasthelastlessoncametoanend?

Ans:M.Hamelstoodupinhischair.Helookedverypaleandtall.Hewantedtosaysomepartingwords,

butsomethingchokedhim.Thenhewrote“ViveLaFrance!”ontheblackboardwithapieceofchalk.Then

hestopped.Heleanedhisheadagainstthewall.Withoutaword,hemadeagesturetothestudentswith

hishandtopermitthem togoastheschoolwasover.

LONGANSWERTYPEQUESTIONS
Q1.WhywasFranzscaredthatday1Whatdidheseeonhiswaytoschoolandhowdidhegettohis

deski

Ans:Franzwasnotgoodatlearning.Hewouldrathertakethedayoffandwastetimeinsearchingbirds’

eggsorgoingslidingontheSaar.FranzwasscaredthatdaybecauseM.Hamelhadsaidthathewould

questionthem onparticiples.Franzdidnotknowanythingaboutparticiples.

Hefoundthatthedaywaswarm andbright.Thebirdswerechirpingattheedgeofthewoods.The

Prussiansoldiersweredrillingintheopenfields.Therewasacrowdinfrontofthebulletin-boardnearthe

town-hall.

Franzfoundtheschoolroom unusuallyquiet.So,hehadnooptionbuttoopenthedoorandgoinbefore

everybody.Heblushedandwasfrightenedoftheteacher.M.Hamelspokeverykindlytohim andasked

him togotohisplacequickly.Franzjumpedoverthebenchandsatdownathisdesk.

Q2.Whatorderhadbeenreceivedfrom Berlinthatday?Whateffectdidithaveonthelifeatschool?

Ans:Anorderhadbeenreceivedfrom BerlinthatonlyGermanwouldbetaughtintheschoolsofAlsace

andLorraine.Thisorderhadfar-reachingeffectsonthelifeatschool.M.Hamel,whohadbeenteaching

Frenchatthevillageschoolforthelastfortyyearswoulddeliverhislastlessonthatday.



ItwasinhonourofthelastlessonthatM.Hamel,theteacherhadputonhisbestclothes.Oldmenofthe

villageweresittingquietlyatthebackoftheclassroom.Theyweresadaswellassorryfortheyhadnot

gonetoschoolmore.Theyhadcometothankthemasterforhisfortyyearsoffaithfulserviceandto

showrespectforthecountrythatwastheirsnomore.Theteacheraddressedthestudentsinasolemn

andgentletone.Heaskedthem tobeattentiveandexplainedeverythingquitepatiently.Heappealedto

them topreserveFrenchamongthem.Duringslaveryitwouldactaskeytotheprison.Hefeltso

overwhelmedbyemotionthathecouldnotbidfarewellproperly.

Q3.Whatdoyouthinkisthethemeofthestory‘TheLastLesson’?Whatisthereasonbehinditsuniversal

appeal?

Ans:Thethemeofthestory‘TheLastLesson’islinguisticchauvinism oftheproudconquerorsandthe

painthatisinflictedonthepeopleofaterritorybythem bytakingawaytherighttostudyorspeaktheir

ownlanguageandthusmakethem aliensintheirownlandofbirth.Thestoryhasasub-themealso.It

highlightstheattitudesofthestudentsandteacherstolearningandteaching.

ThoughthestoryislocatedinaparticularvillageofAlsacedistrictofFrancewhichhadpassedinto

Prussianhands,ithasauniversalappeal.Ithighlightstheeffortsofthevictorstocrushtheirvictims—the

vanquishedpeopleinallpossiblemanner—materially,spiritually,mentallyandemotionally.Takingaway

mothertonguefrom thepeopleistheharshestpunishment.Theproperequationbetweenstudentand

teacher,hisfocusedattention,helpfulandencouragingattitudeandkindtreatmentcanencourage

studentstolearnbetter.

Q4.Commentontheappropriatenessofthetitle‘TheLastLesson’.

Ans:Thestoryhasanappropriateandsuggestivetitle.Itisthecentreofattentionthroughoutandthe

wholestoryrevolvesaroundit.Thebeginningofthestoryservesaspreparationforit.Theunusual

quietnessatschool,presenceofvillageeldersandtheteacherinhisSundaybestdress—allpointoutto

theunusualanduniqueoccasion—thelastlessoninFrenchinaFrenchvillageschoolinadistrict

conqueredbythePrussians.Whiledeliveringthelastlesson,theteacherwantstotransmitallhis

knowledgeinonego.Heexplainseverythingwithpatienceandthestudentsaswellasoldvillagerslisten

attentively.

Forthenarratoritisanunforgettableexperience.“Ah,howwellIrememberit,thatlastlesson,”sayshe.

OldHauseriscryingandhisvoicetrembledwithemotion.AstheteacherisunabletoexpressHis

emotionsbecauseofchokedthroat,heendsthelessonbywritingWiveLaFrance’ontheblackboard.He

makesagesturewithhishandtoindicatethattheschoolisdismissedandstudentscangohome.

Q5.Whatimpressiondoyouform ofM.Hamelonthebasisofyourstudyofthestory‘TheLastLesson’?

Ans:M.Hamelisanexperiencedteacherwhohasbeenteachinginthatvillageschoolforfortyyears.He

impartsprimaryeducationinallsubjects.HeisahardtaskmasterandstudentslikeFranz,whoarenot

goodlearners,areingreatdreadofbeingscoldedbyhim.ThelatestorderofthePrussianconquerors

upsetshim.Hehastoleavetheplaceforeverandfeelsheartbroken.Hefeelssadbutexercisesself-

control.Hehasthecouragetoheareverylessontothelast.

Hisperformanceduringthelastlessonisexemplary.HeiskindeventoalatecomerlikeFranz.Heusesa

solemnandgentletonewhileaddressingthestudents.Hehasalogicalmindandcananalyseproblems

anddeducethereasonsresponsibleforit.Theproblem forAlsaceisthathe(thedistrict)putsofflearning

tilltomorrow.

Heknowstheemotionalholdofalanguageoveritsusers.Heisagoodcommunicatorandexplains

everythingpatiently.Partingsarepainfulandbeinghuman,M.Hameltooisnoexception.Hefailstosay

goodbyeashisthroatischoked.Onthewhole,heisapatrioticgentleman.




