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Thepoem,‘Aphotograph’,contraststheeternalstateofnatureandthetransitorystateof

humanbeings.Thepoetdescribesaphotographthatcapturesinterestingmomentsofher

mother’schildhoodwhenshewentforaseaholidaywithhertwogirlcousinsBettyand

Dolly.Thepoetdrawsacontrastbetweennature,changingatasnail’spaceandthefast-

changinghumanlife.

Thepoetrecollectshowhermotherlaughedatthephotographandfeltdisappointedatthe

lossofherchildhoodjoys.Theseaholidaywashermother’spastatthattime,whileher

mother’slaughteristhepoet’spastnow.Withgreatdifficultyandatdifferentperiodsof

time,bothreconcilewiththeirrespectivelossesandthepaininvolvedinrecollectingthe

past.Forthepoet,thedeathofhermotherbringsgreatsadnessandanacutesenseofloss.

Thepainful‘silence’ofthesituationleavesherwithnowordstoexpresshergrief.Thus,the

‘silencesilences’her.

Thethreestanzasofthepoem depictthreedifferentstagesoflifei.e.earlyadolescence

(girlhood).adulthoodanddeath.



A.Inferthemeaningsofthefollowingwordsfrom thecontext:
paddling, transient

Answer:
‘Paddling’ means‘wading’or‘rowing’aboat.
‘Transient’ meanstemporary.

AnswerthefollowingQuestions:-

Question1:
Whatdoestheword‘cardboard’denoteinthepoem?Whyhasthiswordbeenused?
Answer:
Thewordcardboarddenotesthephotographpastedonahardthickpaper.Thiswordhasbeenusedto
refertoapracticeinthepastwhenphotographswerepastedoncardboardandframedwithglassfront
topreservethem.

Question2:
Whathasthecameracaptured?
Answer:
Thecamerahascapturedthethreegirls—thepoet’smotherandhertwocousins,BettyandDolly,in
theirswimmingdresseswiththepoet’smotherinthemiddleandthetwocousinsoneithersideholding
herhandsandwalkingvfeetinsea
water.

Question3:
Whathasnotchangedovertheyears?Doesthissuggestsomethingtoyou?
Answer:
Theseahasnotchangedovertheyears.Itswavesareasfresh,shiningandtireless
astheywereyearsago.Thechangelessnessofsearemindsusofthechangesinhumanfacewith
advancingage.

Question4:
Thepoetess’smotherlaughedatthesnapshot?Whatdidthislaughindicate?
Answer:
Thislaugh’indicatedherjoyatrememberinganincidentconnectedwithherpast
life,whenshewasquiteyoungandfreefrom thetensionsandworriesoflife.

Question5:
Whatisthemeaningoftheline“Bothwrywiththelabouredeaseofloss”.
Answer:
Theseaholidayandthelaughterofthepoet’smotherareincidentsofthepast.
Thereisasenseoflossassociatedwiththem.Bothareamusingyetdisappointingasthestateof
feelingcomfortableorrelaxedisunnaturalorforcedone.Thissenseoflossisquitepainfultobear.

Question6:
Whatdoes‘thiscircumstance’referto?
Answer:
Thiscircumstancereferstothedeathofthepoet’smother.

Question7:
Thethreestanzasdepictthreedifferentphases.Namethem.



Answer:

1.Thegirlhoodofthepoet’smother—theperiodbeforethebirthofthepoet.
2.Hermiddleage—theperiodduringthechildhoodofthepoet
3.Periodafterthedeathofthepoet’smother.


