
Flamingo-Chapter-2LOSTSPRING ByAneesJung

Inthisexcerpttakenfrom AneesJung'sbook,StoriesofStolenChildhood,theauthorexaminesand
analysesthegrindingpovertyandtraditionsthatcondemnchildrentoalifeofexploitation.Thereare
twostoriesinthischapter-1.SahebARagpicker2.MukeshABanglemaker.

I–SometimesIfindarupeeinthegarbage.(Saheb)

Thefirstparttalksaboutthewriter’simpressionsaboutthelifeoftheunfortunateragpickers.The
ragpickersmigratefrom DhakaandfindasettlementinSeemapuri.Theyenduplosingtheirfields
andhomesduetostorms.Theythencometothebigcitytofindaliving,butare poor.Theauthor
thenwatchesSaheb,theragpicker,everymorningwhoisalwaysscroungingfor“gold”inhis
herneighbourhood.Garbageisactuallythemeansofsurvivalfortheeldersanditissomething
wrappedinwonderforthechildren.Sometimes,thechildrenfindacoinortwofrom it.Eventhese
kidshavedesiresandambitions,buttheyhavenoclueabouthowtoachievethem.Therearemany
thingsthatareunreachabletothem,forinstance,shoes,tennisandsimilarstuff.Lateron,Saheb
startsworkingatateastallwhereheearns800Rupeesandalsogetstoeatallthemeals.Butthejob
takesawayhisfreedom.

II – I wanttodriveacar.(Mukesh)

ThesecondpartisaboutthelifeofMukesh,whocomesfrom thefamilyofbangle-makers.Firozabad
isquitepopularforitsglass-blowingindustry.Astaggering20,000childrenareapartofthisbusiness
andanylawthatforbidschildlabourisbrutallyignoredhere.Also,theworkingenvironmentandthe
livingconditionsarepathetic.Childrenliveindingycellsandworkaroundhotfurnacesthatmake
them blindwhentheyenteradulthood.Sincetheyareweigheddownbydebt,theycannotthinkorfind
anywaytoescapethistrap.Thepoliticians,policemen,middlemenandbureaucratsobstructtheir
wayofprogress.Mostwomeninsuchfamiliesthinkthatthisistheirfateandjustfollowthetradition.
ButMukeshisverydifferentfrom therestofthefolksthere.Hehasdreamsofbecominga
motor mechanic.Thegarageisquitefarfrom hishousebutheshallwalk.

QUESTIONSFROM TEXTBOOK

THINKASYOUREAD
Q1.WhatisSaheblookingforinthegarbagedumps?Whereisheandwherehashecomefrom?
Ans. Sahebislookingforgoldinthegarbagedumps.Heisintheneighbourhoodoftheauthor.Saheb
hascomefrom Bangladesh.HeCamewithhismotherin1971.Hishousewassetamidstthegreen
fieldsofDhaka.Stormssweptawaytheirfieldsandhomes.Sotheyleftthecountry.

Q2.Whatexplanationsdoestheauthorofferforthechildrennotwearingfootwear?
Ans. Oneexplanationofferedbytheauthoristhatitisatraditiontostaybarefoot.Itisnotlackof
money.Hewondersifthisisonlyanexcusetoexplainawayaperpetualstateofpoverty.Healso
remembersthestoryofapoorbodywhoprayedtothegoddessforapairofshoes.

Q3.IsSahebhappyworkingatthetea-stall?Explain.
Ans. No,Sahebisnothappyworkingatthetea-stall.Heisnolongerhisownmaster.Hisfacehaslost
thecarefreelook.Thesteelcanisterseemsheavierthantheplasticbaghewouldcarrysolightlyover
hisshoulder.Thebagwashis.Thecanisterbelongstothemanwhoownsthetea-shop.

THINKASYOUREAD



Q1.WhatmakesthecityofFirozabadfamous?
Ans. ThecityofFirozabadisfamousforitsbangles.EveryotherfamilyinFirozabadisengagedin
makingbangles.ItisthecentreofIndia’sglass-blowingindustry.Familieshavespentgenerations
workingaroundfurnaces,weldingglass,makingbanglesforthewomenintheland.

Q2.Mentionthehazardsofworkingintheglassbanglesindustry?(shortanswertype)
Ans. Boysandgirlswiththeirfathersandmotherssitindarkhutments,nexttolinesofflamesof
flickeringoillamps.Theyweldpiecesofcolouredglassintocirclesofbangles.Theireyesaremore
adjustedtothedarkthantothelightoutside.Theyoftenenduplosingeyesightbeforetheybecome
adults.Eventhedustfrom polishingtheglassofbanglesisinjurioustoeyes.Manyworkershave
becomeblind.Thefurnaceshaveveryhightemperatureandthereforeverydangerous.

Q3.HowisMukesh’sattitudetohissituationdifferentfrom thatofhisfamily?
Ans. Mukesh’sgrandmotherthinksthatthegod-givenlineagecanneverbebroken.Hersonand
grandsonsarebom inthecasteofbanglemakers.Theyhaveseennothingbutbangles.
Mukesh’sfatherhastaughtthem whatheknows—theartofmakingbangles.ButMukeshwantstobe
amotormechanic.Hewillgotoagarageandlearn,thoughthegarageisfarawayfrom hishome.

UNDERSTANDINGTHETEXT
Q1.Whatcouldbesomeofthereasonsforthemigrationofpeoplefrom villagestocities?
Ans. Peoplemigratefrom villagestocitiesinsearchoflivelihood.Theirfieldsfailtoprovidethem
meansofsurvival.Citiesprovideemployment,jobsorothermeansofgettingfood.Theproblem in
caseofthepooristofeedthehungrymembers.Survivalisofprimaryconcern.

Q2.Wouldyouagreethatpromisesmadetothepoorchildrenarerarelykept?Whydoyouthinkthis
happensintheincidentsnarratedinthetext?
Ans. Thepromisesmadetothepoorarerarelykept.TheauthorasksSahebhalf-joking,whetherhe
willcometoherschoolifshestartsone.Sahebagreestodoso.Afewdayslaterheasksifthe
schoolisready.Thewriterfeelsembarrassedathavingmadeapromisethatwasnotmeant.
Promiseslikehersaboundineverycomeroftheirbleakworld.

Q3.WhatforcesconspiretokeeptheworkersinbangleindustryofFirozabadinpoverty?
Ans. CertainforcesconspiretokeeptheworkersinbangleindustryofFirozabadinpoverty.These
includethemoneylenders,themiddlemen,thepolicemen,thekeepersoflaw,thebureaucratsandthe
politicians.Togethertheyimposeaheavyburdenonthechild.

TALKINGABOUTTHETEXT
Q1.How,inyouropinion,canMukeshrealisehisdream?
Ans. Mukeshisthesonofapoorbangle-makerofFirozabad.MostoftheyoungmenofFirozabad
havenoinitiativeorabilitytodream,butMukeshisanexception.Hehasthecapacitytotakecourage
andbreakfrom thetraditionalfamilyoccupation.Hehasstrongwillpoweralso.Hedoesnotwantto
beapawninthehandsofthemiddlemenormoneylenders.Heinsistsonbeinghisownmasterby
becomingamotormechanic.
Hecanrealisehisdream byjoiningagarageandlearnthejobofrepairingcarsanddrivingthem.He
willhavetoovercomemanyhurdlesbeforehesucceeds.Thencomestransportproblem.Moneyis
thefirstone.Hewillhavetoearnsomemoneyhimself.Thegarageisalongwayfrom hishome.He
willhavetocoverittwiceeverydayanyhow—bywalkingonfoot.
Patience,hardwork,firm willandthedeterminationtolearnwillhelphim realisehisdream.

Q2.Mentionthehazardsofworkingintheglassbanglesindustry.(longanswertype)
Ans. Theglassbanglesindustryhasmanyhealthhazards.Itusuallyemployssmallchildren.Itis
illegaltoemployveryyoungchildreninhazardousindustries,butcertainforceslike!middlemen,
moneylenders,policeandpoliticianscombinetoentrapthepoorworkers.
Letusfirstconsidertheplaceswherebanglemakerswork.Itisacottageindustry.Theyworkinthe



glassfurnaceswithhightemperatures.Thedingycellsarewithoutairandlight.Boysandgirlswork
hardduringdaynexttolinesofflamesofflickeringoillamps.
Theyweldpiecesofcolouredglassintocirclesofbangles.Theireyesaremoreadjustedtothedark
thantothelightoutside.Thatiswhy,theyoftenenduplosingtheireyesightbeforetheybecome
adults.
Glassblowing,weldingandsolderingpiecesofglassareallhealthhazards.Eventhedustfrom
polishingtheglassofbanglesadverselyaffectstheeyesandevenadultsgoblind.Thus,the
surroundings,prevailingconditionsandthetypeofjobinvolved-allproveriskytothehealthofthe
workers.


