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Questions and Answer  

Very Short Answer Questions   

Q1. How historians have divided Indian history?   

Ans1.Historians divided Indian history into three.They are (a)Hindu(b)Muslim and(c) British History  

 

Q2. Who was James Mill?  

James mill was a great philosopher and economist. He wanted to study the 

history of India. But as we all know studying such a elongated history wont be 

easy.So he divided the history or past into 3 periods-Hindu,Muslim and British 

Q3. Why do many historians refer to modern period as colonial?   

It is because, under British rule people did not have equality, freedom or liberty. Nor was the period 

one of economic growth and progress.  
Q4. Who was the first Governor-General of India?   

 Warren Hastings  was the first Governor General of India  

Q5. Name the last Viceroy of India   

Lord MountBatten was the last viceroy of India  

Short Answer Questions   



Q6. Why did the British preserve official documents.   

 

The British believed that by preserving official documents, it would be 

easier for them or any other persons to know about the decisions taken in the 

past. One can study the notes and reports that were prepared in the past. 

Their copies may be prepared and used in present time if needed so. 

 Q7. Why and how do we periodise a time in history?   

Periodisation helps us understand the sequence in which various events 

occurred and their effects. It captures the significant features of a 

particularperiod and helps us to differentiate it from other periods.  

Q8.What is colonisation?   

 

The subjugation of one country by another, which leads to political, economic,cultural & social 

changes (in the country which is subjugated), this is called colonisation. 

Long Answer Questions   

Q9. What is the problem with the  periodisation of Indian history that James mill offers?  

James Mill thought that all Asian societies were at a lower level of civilisation than Europe. In his 

prejudiced version of history, British rule represented all the forces of progress and civilisation while the 

period before British rule represents darkness, ignorance, despotism, religious intolerance, caste taboos, 
superstitious practices, etc. However, the periodisation of Indian history based only on religion is 

problematic for several reasons. A variety of faiths, apart from Hinduism and Islam, existed in the periods 

categorised as Hindu and Muslim by Mill. Also, it is not right to classify an age according to the religion of 
the rulers of that time.  By doing so it suggests that the lives and practices of others did not matter. 

Another point to keep in mind is that all rulers in ancient India did not share the same faith. 

Q10. How will the information historians get from old newspapers be different from that found in police 

reports?   

The information printed in newspaper are usually affected by the views and opinions of the reporters, 

news editors etc. But what historians find in police reports are usually true and realistic 

 

  

  

 


