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TheMaharajaofPratibandapuram SirJilaniJungJungBhadurwascalled“TigerKing”.

Whenhewasjust10daysold,heaskedintelligentquestionstotheastrologersandwas

toldthathewouldbekilledbyatiger.Heuttered“Lettigersbeware!”Noothermiracle

tookplace,thechildgrewlikeanyotherRoyalchilddrinkingwhitecow’smilk.Hewas

taughtbyanEnglishtutorandlookedafterbyanEnglishnanny.HewatchedEnglishfilms.

Whenhewas20,hewascrownedasking.Itwasthenthepredictionofhisdeathbythe

tigerreachedtheMaharaja’searandheinturntosafeguardhimself,killedatigerand

beingthrilledhetoldtheastrologerwhorepliedthathecankill99tigersbutshouldbe

carefulwiththe100th.Hepledgedthatallotheraffairsofthestatewouldbeattended

afterkillingthehundredtigers.Thenhestartedkillingtigers.NoneexceptMaharajawas

allowedtohunttigers.Ahigh-rankingBritishofficervisitedthestatethatwasfondof

huntingtigersandhiswishwasdeclined.Theofficerrequestedforgettingaphotograph

withatigerkilledbyMaharajaandthisrequestwasrejected.Sotopleasetheofficer’s

wife,hesent50diamondringsexpectingthatshewouldtakeoneortwo,insteadshekept

alltheringscosting3lakhrupeesandsent‘thanks’totheMaharaja.Buthisstatewas

secured.In10years,hekilled70tigeranddidn’tfindanyinPratibandapuram sohe

decidedtomarryagirlfrom royalstatewhichhadmoretigerstocompletehistarget.

Wheneverhevisitedhisin-laws,hekilled5-6tigers.Sohekilled99tigersandwas

feverishlyanxioustokillthe100thbutcouldn’tfind.Newsaboutthepresenceofatiger

nearavillageproveddisappointing.HeaskedhisDewantofindthetigerotherwiseface

hisanger.NowtheDewanwasafraidoflosinghisjobsohevisited‘People’sParkin

Madras’andbroughtanoldtigerandplaceditintheforestandinformedtheMaharaja.

TheMaharajatookgreatcareandshotthetigerandlefttheplacewithgreattriumph.The

bulletdidnothitthetigerbutoutoffearthetigerhadcollapsed.Nowthestaffkilledthe

tigerandbroughtitingrandprocession.ItwasthethirdbirthdayoftheMaharaja’sson

andhewantedtobuyapresentfrom thetoyshop.Heboughtawoodentigerwhichwas

poorlycarved.WhiletheMaharajawasplayingwiththeprince,atinysliverofthewooden

tigerpiercedhisrighthandwhichlateroncausedhisdeath.Thusthehundredthtiger

takeshisfinalrevengeuponthe“TigerKing”.



Q1.WhoistheTigerKing?Whydoeshegetthatname?
Ans. TheMaharajaofPratibandapuram wascalledtheTigerKing.Atthetimeofhisbirththe
astrologersdeclaredthattheprincewouldhavetodieoneday.Theten-day-oldprinceaskedthe
astrologerstorevealthemannerofhisdeath.Thewisemenwerebaffledatthismiracle.Thechief
astrologersaidthathisdeathwouldcomefrom atiger.Theyoungprincegrowledanduttered
terrifyingwords:‘Lettigersbeware!’Hedecidedtokillonehundredtigers.He,thus,gotthename
‘TigerKing’.

Q2.Whatdidtheroyalinfantgrowuptobe?
Ans. CrownprinceJungJungBahadurgrewtallerandstrongerday-by-day.Hewasbroughtupbyan
EnglishnannyandtutoredinEnglishbyanEnglishman.Hegotthecontrolofhisstatewhenhecame
ofageattwenty.Hedecidedtokilltigers.Forhim itwasanactofself-defence,astheastrologers
hadpredictedhisdeathbyatiger

Q3.WhatwilltheMaharajadotofindtherequirednumberoftigerstokill?
Ans. WithintenyearstheMaharajawasabletokillseventytigers.Thenthetigerpopulationbecame
extinctintheforestsofPratibandapuram.OnedaytheMaharajasentforthedewanandaskedhim if
hewasawareofthefactthatthirtytigersstillremainedtobeshotdownbyhisgun,hehaddecidedto
getmarried.Heaskedthedewantofindoutthetigerpopulationsindifferentnativestates.Thenhe
wastoinvestigateiftherewasagirlhecouldmarryintheroyalfamilyofastatewithalargetiger
population.Thisplanwasputintopractice.Thedewanfoundtherightgirlfrom astatewhich
possessedalargenumberoftigers.TheMaharajakilledfiveorsixtigerseachtimehevisitedhis
father-in-law.Thus,hewasabletofindtherequirednumberoftigerstokill.Heshotninety-ninetigers.

Q4.HowwilltheMaharajapreparehimselfforthehundredthtigerwhichwassupposedtodecidehis
fate?
Ans. Maharaja’sanxietyreachedthehighestlevelofexcitementwhenonlyonetigerremainedtobe
killed.Hethoughtofthehundredthtigerduringthedayanddreamtofitatnight.Buttigerfarmsran
dryeveninhisfather-in-law’skingdom.Itbecameimpossibletolocatetigersanywhere.Ifhecouldkill
justthatonesinglebeast,theMaharajawouldhavenofearleft.Asthelatechiefastrologerhadsaid
thatMaharajashouldbewareofthehundredthtiger.Thencameahappynews.Inhisownstatesheep
begantodisappearfrequentlyfrom ahillsidevillage.Surely,atigerwasatwork.Thevillagersranto
inform theMaharaja.TheMaharajaannouncedathree-yearexemptionfrom alltaxesforthatvillage.
Hesetoutonthehuntatonce.Butthetigerwasnoteasilyfound.TheMaharajacontinuedcamping
intheforestandwaitingforthetiger.

Q5.Whatwillnowhappentotheastrologer?Doyouthinktheprophecywasindisputablydisproved?
Ans. Inordertosavehisskin,thedewangotanoldtigerbroughtfrom thePeople’sParkinMadras.It
waskepthiddeninhishouse.Onemidnightwiththehelpofhisagedwife,hedraggedthetigertothe
carandhimselfdrovethecarstraighttotheforestwheretheMaharajawashunting.Thedewan
hauledthebeastoutofthecarandpusheditdowntotheground.Nextday,thesameoldtiger
wanderedintotheMaharaja’spresence.TheMaharajawasoverjoyed.Hetookcarefulaim atthe
beast.Thetigerfelldowninacrumpledheap.TheMaharajawasextremelyhappythathehadkilled
thehundredthtiger.
Thehuntersfoundthattheoldtigerwasnotdead.Ithadonlyfaintedonhearingthesoundofthe
bullet.TheydidnotwanttheMaharajatoknowthisfactandlosetheirjobs.Sooneofthem shotatit
andkilled.Thedeadtigerwastakeninprocessionthroughthetownandburiedthere.Atombwas
erectedoverit.
Theprophecywasnotdisprovedasthekingmethisdeathwiththeinfectioncausedbythesliverofa
woodentiger.Theastrologerwasalreadydead.Hecouldnotbepunishedorrewarded.


