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We’reNotafraidtoDie—IfWeCanAllBeTogether(Summary)

byGordonCookandAlanEast

Thestory,‘We’reNotafraidtoDie-ifWeCanAllBeTogether’isastoryofextremecourage

andskillexhibitedbyGordonCook,hisfamilyandcrewmeninawarwithwaterandwaves

forsurvival.InJuly1976,thenarrator,hiswifeMary,sonJonathananddaughterSuzanne

setsailfrom Plymouth,Englandtoduplicatetheround-theworldvoyagemade200years

earlierbyCaptainJamesCook.Theytookthevoyageintheirprofessionallybuiltship,the

Wavewalker,accompaniedbytwoexperiencedsailors–LarryVigil,anAmericanandHerb

Seigler,aSwiss,totackleoneoftheworld’sroughestseas–theSouthernIndianOcean.

Thefirstpartofthejourney,thatis,about105,000kilometresuptoCapeTownpassedoff

very,pleasantly.OntheseconddayoutofCapeTown,-theybegantoencounterstrong

gales.Galesdidnotworrythenarrator.Butthesizeofthewaveswasalarming–upto15

metres,ashighasthemainmast.On25thDecember,thewriter’sshipwasinthesouthern

IndianOcean,3500kilometrestotheeastofCapeTown.Thefamilycelebratedtheirnew

yearonboardtheship.

AtdawnonJanuary2,thewavesweregigantic.Unfriendlyweatherandgiganticwaves

compelledthesailorstoslowtheirspeed,dropstorm jibandtakeotherprecautions.The

dangerwassoobviousthatthesailorscompletedlife-raftdrill,attachedlifelinesandlife

jackets.



Suddenlyat6pm,atremendousexplosionshooktheWavewalkerandtheauthorwas

thrownoverboard.Theshipwasabouttocapsizewhenanothergiganticwavehitit

tossingituprightonceagain.Theauthorwasthrownbackontothedeck,hisheadandribs

smashingagainstthewalls.Inspiteofhisinjuries,thenarratortookchargeofthe

situation.Somehowhefoundthewheel,linedupthestem forthenextwaveandhungon

tillMaryappearedandtookchargeofthewheel.LarryandHerbstartedpumpingout

waterlikemadmen.Thewholestarboardsidebulgedinwards.Thenarratormanagedto

covercanvasacrossthegapstopreventwaterfrom enteringtheship.Thencamemore

problems.Theirhandpumpsstoppedworkingandelectricpumpsshort-circuited.

Fortunately,thenarratorfoundaspareelectricpumpunderthechartroom thatworked.

Theentirenightwasspentinpumping,steering,repairingandsendingradiosignals.The

narratorcheckedchartsandcalculatedthatHeAmsterdam,aFrenchscientificbasewas

theironlyhope.

SueandJonwereinjuredbuttheysaidthattheywerenotafraidtodieiftheycouldallbe

together.Sue’sheadwasswollenandshehadadeepinjury.Thenarratorbecamemore

determinedseeinghischildren’scourage.Finally,theyreachedlieAmsterdam,avolcanic

islandwheretheywerewelcomedby28inhabitants.Thus,thecollectivestrengthand

neverfailingoptimism ofthesailorsmadeitpossibleforthem tocomeoutofthejawsof

death.ThoughJonathanandSuzannedidnotdoanythingtosaveWavewalkerbuttheir

courage,forbearance,faithandoptimism gaveextrastrengthandpersistencetothe

narratorandhisteam.Thebraveryofthestrong-willedchildrenisnoteworthyinthestory.

Question1:

Listthestepstakenbythecaptain

1. toprotecttheshipwhenroughweatherbegan

2. tocheckthefloodingofthewaterintheship

Answer:

1. Inordertoprotecttheshipfrom roughweather,thecaptaindecidedtoslowitdown.Sohedroppedthestorm jiband

lashedheavymooringropeinaloopacrossthestern.Thentheydoublefastenedeverythingandwentthrough

theirlife-raftdrill.

2. LarryandHerbstartedpumpingoutwater.Thecaptainstretchedcanvasandsecuredwaterproofhatchcoversacross

thegapingholes.Whenthetwohandpumpsblockedandelectricpumpshortcircuited,hefoundanotherelectricpump,

connectedittoanoutpipeandstartedit.

Question2:

Describethementalconditionofthevoyagerson4thand5thJanuary.

Answer:

OnJanuary4,thevoyagersfeltrelievedafter36hoursofcontinuouspumpingout



water.Theyhadtheirfirstmealinalmosttwodays.Theirrespitewasshort-lived.Theyfaced

dangeroussituationonJanuary5.Fearofdeathloomedlarge.Theywereundergreatmentalstress.

Question3:

Describetheshiftsinthenarrationoftheeventsasindicatedinthethreesectionsofthetext.

Answer:

Thefirstsectiondescribesapeacefuljourneyfrom Plymouth(England)to3500km eastofCape

Town(Africa).Thenarratorisrelaxedandfullofconfidence.Astheweatherdeteriorated,theyfaced

giganticwaves.Theytookprecautionstosavethemselvesandstrugglewiththedisaster.The

narrationbecomesgrim.Butitexudesthefightingspirit,confidenceandstrongwillpower.Bythe

morningofJanuary6,Wavewalkerrodeoutthestorm andbyeveningtheysightedAmsterdam island.

Thenarratorisnowrelaxed.

TalkingAbouttheText

Question1:

Whatdifferencedidyounoticebetweenthereactionoftheadultsandthechildrenwhen

facedwithdanger?

Answer:

Thereisalotofdifferencebetweenthewayinwhichtheadultsandthechildrenreacted

whenfacedwithdanger.Theadultsfeltthestressofthecircumstancesbutprepared

themselvestofacethedangers.Theytooksufficientprecautionstoprotecttheshipwhen

theroughweatherbegan.Theyequippedeveryonewithlifelines,waterproofclothes,and

lifejackets.LarryandHerbworkedcheerfullyandoptimisticallyforthreedayscontinuously

topumpoutwaterfromtheship.Maryreplacedthenarratoratthewheelwhenthedeckwas

smashed,andsteeredtheship.Shealsoservedthemmealaftertwodaysofstruggle

againstodds.Thenarratorperformedhisroleascaptainwithcourage,determination,

resourcefulnessandfullresponsibility.Heundertookrepairworkandprovidedapparatus

anddirectionsneededtoprotecttheship.Healsohelpedinsteeringtheshiptowardsthe

island.Thechildrensufferedsilentlyandpatiently.Suedidnotwanttobotherherfather

withhertroubles.Joactedcourageously.Hewasnotafraidtodieifallofthemwere

together.

Question2:

Howdoesthestorysuggesttheoptimism helpsto“endurethedireststress”?

Answer:

Thestorysuggeststhatoptimism certainlyhelpstoendurethedireststress.The

behaviourofthefouradultsduringcrisisbearsitout.LarryVigilandHerbSeiglerweretwocrewmen.

Asthemightywavessmashedthedeck,waterenteredtheship.Rightfrom theeveningofJanuary2,

LarryandHerbstartedpumpingoutwater.Theyworkedcontinuously,excitedlyandfeverishlyfor36

hours.Itwasaresultoftheircontinuouspumpingthattheyreachedthelastfewcentimetresofwater

onJanuary4.Theyremainedcheerfulandoptimisticwhilefacingextremelydangeroussituations.



Thenarratordidnotlosehiscourage,hopeorpresenceofmindwhilefacingproblems.Hisself

confidenceandpracticalknowledgehelpedthem tosteeroutofstorm andreachthelleAmsterdam .

Marystayedatthewheelforallthosecrucialhours.Shedidnotlosehopeorcourageeither.
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