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MyMotheratSixtySix(Summary)

By:KamlaDas

Thisisatouchingpoem writtenbyIndianpoetKamlaDaswhowroteunderthepennameof
‘Madhavikutty’.Inthispoem,shedescribesherfeelingofloveandattachmenttowardsherageingmother.

Oncethepoetwenttovisithermother.ShewasonherwaybacktothetheairporttoreturntoCochin.She
lookedathermotherwhowasseatedbesideherinthecar.Hermotherhaddozedofftosleepandher
ageingface-wassmokyincolourlikeash.Hermouthwasopenandsheresembledadeadbody.The
poetrealizedthathermotherwasold.Shefeltpainandsympathyforher.Hermotherneededlove,
affectionandcare.

Inordertocomeoutofthegloom,thepoetshiftedherglanceandlookedoutofthecar’swindow.There
shesawyoungtreespassby.Littlechildrenwererunningoutoftheirhousesintotheplaygrounds.These
thingswerecontrarytotheageingfaceofhermother.Theysymbolisedenergy,lifeandhappiness.

 

 

Astheyreachedtheairportandthepoetwasabouttoleavefortheaeroplane,sheglancedathermother
onemoretime.Hermotherappearedweakandpalejustlikethemooninthewinterseasonwhichseems
tohavelostallitsstrength.Thepoetfeltthepainandfearoflosinghermother.Shewasremindedofher
childhoodwhensheusedtofearlosinghermother.Asachildshecouldnotbeartobeseparatedfrom
hermotherevenforafewmoments.Nowthelosswouldbepermanentashermotherwasabouttodie
andshewouldloseherforever.



Thepoetdidnotexpressherfeelings.Shesmiledandsaid“seeyousoon,Amma”becauseshewanted
thathermothershouldliveandtheycouldmeetagain.

Readthestanzasgivenbelowandanswerthequestionsthatfolloweach:
1. Drivingfrom myparentshometoCochinlastFridaymorning,1sawmymother,besideme,
doze,openmouthed,herfaceashenlikethatofacorpseandrealisedwithpain
thatshewasasoldasshelookedbutsoon
Questions
(a)Wherewasthepoetdrivingto?Whowassittingbesideher?
(b)Whatdidthepoetnoticeabouthermother?
(c)Whywashermother’sfacelookedlikethatofacorpse?
(d)Findwordsfrom thepassagewhichmean:
(i)sleeplightly(ii)deadbody(iii)felt.
Answers:
(a)Thepoetwasdrivingfrom herparent’shometotheCochinairport.Hermotherwassittingbeside
her.
(b)Shenoticedthathermotherwasdozingwithhermouthopen.
(c)Hermother’sfacelookedpale,fadedandlifelesslikeadeadbodybecauseshehadgrownold.
(d)(i)doze(ii)corpse(iii)realised.

2.…………..She
lookedbutsoon
putthatthoughtaway,and
lookedoutatYoung
Treessprinting,themerrychildrenspilling
outoftheirhomes,
Questions
(a)Whatdidthepoetrealise?Howdidshefeel
(b)Whatdidshedothen?
(c)Whatdidshenoticeintheworldoutside?
(d)Findwordsfrom thepassagewhichmean:(ii)runningfast(ii)happy(iii)movingout.
Answers:
(a)Hermotherwaslostsomewhereelseinthoughts.Itpainedher.
(b)Thepoetwithdrewherthoughtsfrom hermotherandlookedoutside.
(c)Theyoungtreesgrowingoutsidewentpastasiftheyweresprinting.Happychildrenwerecoming
outoftheirhouses.
(d)(i)sprinting(ii)merry(iii)spilling.

3………………butaftertheairport’s
securitycheck,standingafewyardsaway,Ilookedagainather,wan,pale
asalatewinter’smooftandfeltthatold
familiarache,mychildhood’sfear,butallIsaidwas,seeyousoon,
Amma,
allIdidwassmileandsmileand
smile
Questions
(a)Whatdidthepoetdoafterthesecuritycheck?
(b)Whydidthepoetcomparehermother’sfacetoalatewinter’smoon?
(c)Whatisherchildhoodfear?
(d)Howdothepartingwordsofthepoetandhersmilepresentacontrasttoherrealfeelings?
Answers:
(a)Afterthesecuritycheck,thepoetstoodafewyardsawayfrom hermotherandlookedatherface



again.
(b)Thelatewintermoonlacksbrightnessaswellasstrength.Thepaleandcolourlessfaceofthe
motherresemblesthelatewintermoon.
(c)Thefearofageingandultimatedeath/separation.
(d)Thepoet’spartingwordsofassuranceandhersmilespresentastarkcontrasttotheoldfamiliar
acheorchildhoodfear.Herwordsandsmilesareadeliberateattempttohidewhatisgoingoninside.

QUESTIONSFROM TEXTBOOK

Q1.Whatisthekindofpainandachethatthepoetfeels?
Ans: Whenthepoetseesthepaleandcorpse-likefaceofhermother,heroldfamiliarpainortheache
returns.Perhapsshehasentertainedthisfearsinceherchildhood.Ageingisanaturalprocess.Time
andageinghavenotsparedthepoet’smotherandmaynotspareheraswell.Withthisageing,
separationanddeathbecomeinevitable.

Q2.Whyaretheyoungtreesdescribedas‘sprinting’?
Ans:  ThepoetisdrivingtotheCochinairport.Whenshelooksoutside,theyoungtreesseem tobe
walkingpast.Withthespeedofthecartheyseem toberunningfastorsprinting.Thepoetpresentsa
contrast—her‘dozing’oldmotherandthe‘sprinting’youngtrees.

Q3.Whyhasthepoetbroughtintheimageofthemerrychildren‘spillingoutoftheirhomes’?
Ans: Thepoethasbroughtintheimageofmerrychildren‘spillingoutoftheirhomes’topresenta
contrast.Themerrychildrencomingoutoftheirhomesinlargenumberspresentanimageof
happinessandspontaneousoverflowoflife.Thisimageisinstarkcontrasttothe‘dozing’oldmother,
whose‘ashen’facelookslifelessandpalelikeacorpse.

Q4.Whyhasthemotherbeencomparedtothe‘latewinter’smoon’?
Ans: Thepoet’smotherissixty-sixyearsold.Hershrunken‘ashen’faceresemblesacorpse.Shehas
losthershineandstrengthofyouth.Similarlythelatewinter’smoonlookshazyandobscure.Ittoo
lacksshineandstrength.

Q5.Whatdothepartingwordsofthepoetandhersmilesignify?
Ans: Thepoet’spartingwordsofassuranceandhersmilesprovideastarkcontrasttotheoldfamiliar
acheorfearofthechildhood.Herwordsandsmilesareadeliberateattempttohideherrealfeelings.
Thepartingwords:“Seeyousoon,Amma”giveanassurancetotheoldladywhose‘ashenface’looks
likeacorpse.Similarly,hercontinuoussmilesareanattempttoovercometheacheandfearinside
herheart.


