
Snapshot(Supplementaryreader)Ch.1

Thesummerofthebeautifulwhitehorse(Summary)

By-William Saroyan

ThisisastoryoftwotribalArmenianboyswhobelongedtotheGaroghlaniantribe.For

theirfamily,evenintimesofextremepovertynothingcouldmatchtheimportanceof

honesty.Theyneverdidanythingwrongandneverliedorneverevenstoleanything.The

storytalksaboutanincidentthatrevolvesaroundtwocousinsAram whoisnineyearsold

andMouradwhoisthirteen.Theworld,forAram,atthattime,seemedtobeadelightful

andextremelyjoyousyetmysteriousdream.Peoplebelievedineveryimaginablekindof

magnificence.Mouradwasconsideredtobecrazybyeverybodyheknew.

ThestoryopenswithMouradcomingtoAram’shouseatfourinthemorningonefineday.

HetappedonthewindowtoAram’sroom.WhenAram lookedoutofthewindow,hewas

takenabackandstartledtoseeMouradridingabeautifulwhitehorse.Infact,hewasso

dazedthatMouradhadtosay“Yes,it’sahorse.Youarenotdreaming.”Allthiswastoo

unbelievablebecauseAram knewthattheyweretoopoortobeabletoaffordtobuya

horse.TheonlywayMouradcouldpossessitcouldbebystealing.Theyweretoohonest

tolieandyettoocrazytorideahorse.MouradthentoldAram thatitwas'nteasytogetthe

horsetobehavesonicely.Atfirstitwantedtorunwildbutsincehehadawaywithahorse

hedevelopedanunderstandingwiththehorse.

ThatafternoonhisuncleKhosrovewhowasacrazystreakofthefamilycametotheir

houseforcoffeeandcigarettes.Whilehewassippingcoffeeandsmokingintheparlour,

anothervisitorarrived.ThelatterwasafarmernamedJohnByro.HewasanAssyrianwho

outofhislonelinesshadlearnedtospeakArmenian.Sighingsadlyhesaidthathiswhite

horsewhichhadbeenstolenlastmonthwasstillgone.UncleKhosrovebecameirritated

andsnubbedhim forcryingoverahorse.

Thus,theykeptthehorsefortwoweeks,enjoyingitsrideincoolairandsingingtotheir

heart’scontentonthecountryroads.Theyhiditfrom therestoftheworldbykeepingitin

abarnofthedesertedvineyard.Meanwhile,Aram cametoknowthatthehorsewasstolen

from JohnByro.Theyplannednottoreturnittohim sosoonalthoughitprickedtheir

consciencetosteal,whichwascompletelytheirethicsandtribalnorms.

OnefinedaytheycameacrossJohn,thefarmer.Suchwastheboys’familyfamousfor

theirhonestythatthethoughtofhishorsebeingstolenbytheboysnevercrossedJohn’s

mind.Hewasjustamazedattheresemblanceandsaid:“IwouldswearitismyhorseifI



didnotknowyourparents.”ThismovingexperienceledtheboystowardsJohn’svineyard

theverynextmorning.Theyleftthehorseinthebarnafterpattingitaffectionately.Later

thatBasedonday,Johnseemedtobeverypleasedandsharedthenewsofthereturnof

hishorsewithAram’smother.Thestoryteachesustheimportanceandnecessityof

honestyeveninthefaceofgreedandpassion

Question1
Whattwocharacter-traitsofMouradarehintedatbythenarratorintheinitialpartofthestory?
Answer:
Mouradwasconsideredcrazybyeverybodywhoknewhim exceptthenarrator.Hewasquitecrazy
abouthorses.Secondly,heenjoyedbeingalivemorethananybodyelse.

Question2
WhattraitsoftheGaroghlanianfamilyarehighlightedinthisstory?
Answer:
TheGaroghlanianfamilythoughnowpoor,werefamousfortheirhonestyevenwhentheywere
wealthy.Theywereproudoftheirfamilyfirst,honestnextandafterthattheybelievedinrightand
wrong.Noneofthem wouldtakeadvantageofanybodyintheworld.Theywouldnotsteal.No
memberoftheGaroghlanianfamilycouldbeathief.

Question3
WhydoesthenarratormentionuncleKhosrove?Whichcharacteristicfeaturesofthemanare
highlighted?
Answer:
CousinMouradseemedtoinheritthecrazystreakofuncleKhosrove.Hewasabigmanwitha
powerfulheadofblackhairandverylargemoustache.Hewasquitefuriousintemper,veryirritable
andimpatient.Hewouldstopanyonefrom takingbyroaringhispetphrase,“Itisnoharm;payno
attentiontoit”.

LongAnswerTypeQuestions

Question1:Didtheboysreturnthehorsebecausetheywereconscience-strickenorbecausethey
wereafraid?
Thestorygivesnoindicationthattheboyswereafraidofanyoneoranything.Hencethereturnofthe
horsewasnotdirectedbyfear.

Secondlytheywereatfirstnotconscience-strickenbecausetheirintentionwasnottosteal.They
justdiditforthepurposeofridingandnotformoney.

Theyweresocrazyabouthorsesandcouldnotaffordone.Moreoverthelastphrasegivesusaclue
tothementalstateoftheirmind.Mouradhadthehorseforoveronemonth,whenfarmerJohnByro,
whosehorseitwasvisitedthenarrator'shome.Theystillretainedthehorsefortwomoreweeks.
Lateron,MouradrejectedAram'soffertokeepthehorseanylonger.Thoughtheywerenot
conscience-strickenatfirst,thatwouldnotletthem stealandthentheydecidedtoreturnthehorse
toitsrightfulowner.

JohnByroonmeetingtheboyspraisedthefamilyfortheirhonestyandtrustedtheboysandthereforethethoughtofstealing



thehorsedidnotarise.Henceinordertoupholdthereputationofthefamily,theboysreturnedthehorsetotherightfulowner.

Question2:
Whatimpressiondoyouform ofcousinMourad?(CharactersketchofMourad)
Answer:
Mouradisayoungboyofthirteen.HebelongstotheGaroghlanianfamilyofArmenia.Theirwhole
tribewaspovertystricken.Inspiteofabjectpoverty,theirfamilywasfamousforhonesty.Mourad
wasquiteadventurousandhadacrazystreakinhim.Heenjoyedbeingalivemorethananybodyelse.
Mouradlovedhorseriding.Hehadawaywithahorse.Hehadtamedthehorsebyhisaffectionate
behaviourandnowthehorsewasnolongerwild.

ItobeyedMouradfaithfully.Hisloveforthehorseisevidentinthelastscene.Whileparting,heputhis
armsaroundthehorse,pressedhisnoseintothehorse’snoseandpattedit.Healsohadawaywith
dogs.ThedogsofJohnByrofollowedthem aroundwithoutmakingasound.Hewaskind.Hetreated
ayoungrobinwhichhadhurtitswing.Hewasworldly-wiseandknewhowtotalktofarmers.Though
helovedhorse-ridinghewasaverseofkeepingthehorseforalongtime.Heisproudofhisfamily
whichiswellknownfortheirhonestyandtrust.Inshort,heisalovablechap.

Question3:
CommentontheroleofAram,thenarrator,inthestory.
Answer:
Aram playsanimportantroleinthestory.Besidesbeingthenarrator,heisalsoacommentator.He
notonlynarratesthevariousadventures,incidentsandactions,butalsoprovidesusefulinformation
regardingthemaincharactersandtheirbehaviour.Infact,heisthefulcrum onwhichthewholestory
rests.HegivesagraphicdescriptionoftheGaroghlaniantribe,itsmembers,theirtraitsandeconomic
features.

Note-Readthesummaryandwritealltheanswers.StayHome,Staysafe.Takecareofyourself.Donotgoout.Useold

notebooksforwritingyouranswers.


