
Hornbill,Poem-2,TheLaburnum Top(Summary)

By-TedHughes

TheLaburnum Topissilent,quitestill

IntheafternoonyellowSeptembersunlight,

Afewleavesyellowing,allitsseedsfallen

Tillthegoldfinchcomes,withatwitchingchirrup

Asuddenness,astartlement,atabranchend

Thensleekasalizard,andalertandabrupt,

Sheentersthethickness,andamachinestartsup

Ofchitterings,andoftremorofwings,andtrillings-

Thewholetreetremblesandthrills

Itistheengineofherfamily.

SheStokesitfull,thenflirtsouttoabranch-end

Showingherbarredfaceidentitymask

Thenwitheeriedelicatewhistle-chirrupwhisperings

Shelaunchesaway,towardstheinfinite

Andthelaburnum subsidestoempty

Thepoem “TheLaburnum Top”byTedHughesdescribesthemutualrelation
betweenaLaburnum Treeandagoldfinch.Bothofthem areyellowincolour(the
treeisyellowbecauseofitsflowers)andquitebeautifulinappearance.

TheLaburnum Treeisbeautiful,largebutquitesilentandgettingemptyJiobecause
ofwinter.However,thebird,Goldfinchappearsfrom theskyandsoonthewhole
treeissurroundedbythesweetchirpsofthebirdandheryoungones.Itwas



previouslydeadandnowitseemstobealiveandshakinguntilthebirdvanishes
awayagain.Deadsilenceprevails.

Thepoem hasbeendividedintothreestanzas.Thereisnotsetrhymescheme.The
firststanzadescribesthetreebeforethebirdreachesit.Thesecondstanza
describesthecomingofthebirdandthefinalstanzatellstheconditionofthetree
whenthebirdgoesaway.

TheLaburnum TopLinebyLineExplanation
Stanza1
Inthefirststanza,thepoetsaysthathesawaLaburnum Tree(withitsyellow
flowers).Inhiswords,“TheLaburnum topissilent“.Thetreeisstillandlooksdead-
likeinthedaytimeofSeptember.Eventhesunlightisalsoyellow.Asitisthetime
ofautumn,theleavesofthetreehaveturnedyellowanditsseedshavefallenoffit.
Inthisstanza,thepoetusestheimage “yellow”colourrepeatedly.Firstthetree’s
flowersareyellow,thenitsleaveshavealsoturnedyellowandthesunlightisalso
yellow.
Theyellowcolorsymbolisesbeauty(becauseofflowers,which,thoughhavefallen
offintheform ofseeds),death(becauseofyellowleaves)aswellassilence(day
timewithoutrainorwind).Inthewholestanza,thepoetistryingtodescribethe
miserableconditionoftheLaburnum Treewhichissilent,dyingandwithoutseeds
(useless).

Stanza2
Thedeath-likescenehoweverchangesassoonas thegoldfinchcomeswitha
twitchingchirrup. Goldfinchisabrightyellowcoloured
bird. Twitching chirrup means“shortchirpingsounds”.
Thebirdisquiteprecautiouswhilesitting atabranchend ofthetreeandhas
suddenquickmovements.Perhapsitislookingoutforanydangerthatmightbe
there.
ItthengoesintothethickbarkoftheLaburnum Treesmoothlybutabruptlywith
alertness.Assoonassheentersthetree(hernestisinsidetheLaburnum Tree), a
machinestartsupofchitterings,andatremorofwings,andtrillings.
Theimageofmachineherereferstotheyoungonesofthebird.Amachinemakesa
lotofnoisewhenitstarts.Similarly,whentheyoungbirdsseetheirmotherthey
startchirpinglikeamachine,flatteringtheirwingsfastlyinjoyastheirmotherhas
comewithfood.Theywerehungryaswellassadbeingfarfrom theirmother.

Now thewholetreetremblesandthrills becauseofthemotherbirdandheryoung
ones.Thepoetprobablywantsustofeelhowadead-liketreebecomesalive
becauseithasgivenspacetothebirdandheryoungones.Thebirdsgotshelterand
thetreeinreturnhasgotlife.
Thegoldfinchisthus theengineofherfamily whichincludestheLaburnum treeas



well.Accordingtothepoetitfillsthem withfueli.e.itgivesfoodtotheyoungones
andthrilltothetree.Havingdonethat,sheagainflies toabranch-end.Onlyherdark
-colouredstripedfaceisvisibleasitisyellowandhencebecomesinvisibleinthe
yellowleavesofthetree.

Stanza3
Reachingthebranch-endofthetree,itmakesstrangebutsweetchirpingsounds
andthenbeginshisjourney towardstheinfinite i.e.theskyandtheLaburnum Tree
againbecomessilentanddead-like.

1.Whatdoyounoticeaboutthebeginningandtheendingofthepoem?

Answer

Inthebeginningofthepoem thetreeiscalm &silent&intheendingitendswithmotionless&emptylevel.

2.Towhatisthebird’smovementcompared?Whatisthebasisforthecomparison?

Answer

Thegoldfinch’smovementiscomparedtothatofalizard.Thebasisofthecomparisonisthesleek,
abruptandalertmovementsofalizard.Thesamekindsofmovementsareobservedwhenthegoldfinch
arrivesonthelaburnum tree.

3.Whyistheimageoftheengineevokedbythepoet?

Answer

Theengineisthesourceofenergytorunmachine.Itiscomparedtobirdassheistooasourceofenergy
forherfamily.Aswithoutengineamachinecan’tworkinthesamewithoutabirdherfamilycan’tsurvive.

4.Whatdoesthephrase“herbarredfaceidentitymask”mean?

Answer

Thephrasemeansthatthebird’sbarredorcoveredfacebecomesheridentitymaskrecognition.


