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Thestoryrevolvesarounda31yearoldmannamedCharley,whoexperiencedsomething
weird.Onedayafterworkcomingfrom theSubway,hereachedthethirdleveloftheGrand
Centralstation(whichdoesn'tactuallyexist).Hereminiscestheentireexperiencewithhis
psychiatristfriendSam.Charleythoughtheexperiencedtimetravelandhadreached
somewhereintheeighteen-nineties,atimebeforetheworldsawtwoofitsmostdeadliest
wars.Assoonasherealisedwhattimeheisin,heimmediatelydecidedtobuytwoticketsto
Galesburg,Illinois;oneforhimselfandtheotherforhiswife.Unfortunately,thecurrencyused
inthatcenturywasdifferent.Thus,thenextdayhewithdrewallhissavingsandgotthem
convertedevenifitmeantbearinglosses.Hewentlookingforthethirdlevelbutfailedtofind
it.ItworriedhiswifeandthepsychiatristSam whotoldhim thatheishallucinatinginorderto
takerefugefrom realityandmiseriesofthemodernworldwhichisfullofworry.Charleythus
resortstohisstampcollectioninorderto distracthimselfwhensuddenlyonedayhefindsa
letterfrom hisfriendSam whohadgonemissingrecently.Sam wrotethathealwayswanted
tobelieveintheideaofthirdlevelandnowthatheistherehimself,heencouragesCharley
andLouisatoneverstoplookingforit.

Question1:Doyouthinkthatthethirdlevelwasamedium of
escapeforCharley?Why?

Answer-Yes,thethirdlevelwasamedium ofescapeforCharley.Lifeinthemodernworldisfullof

insecurity,fear,war,worriesandstress.Apersonhastostrugglewiththeserealitiesforhisexistence.The
harshrealitiesoflifemakelivingquiteunpleasant,toughandsometimesunbearable.Apersonresortsto
escapism whenhefindsitdifficulttoconfrontwiththesedifficultiesinlife.

Charleypossessesanescapisttendency.Itiscertainlyamedium ofescapeforhim.Actuallytherewas
no ‘thirdlevel’ atall.ItwasmerelyapsychologicalshiftintimeandspaceofCharley'sownmindwherehe
combinesfantasywithreality.Charleyfindscomfortandpeaceinaworldoffancyandromance.Hefinds
himselfintotheworldof1894.Itwasaworldofromancewithwoodengates,derbyhats,beards,and
sideburns.Everythingwasveryniceandpeacefulwherehedidnotrequireanyrefugefrom reality.

Question2:Whatdoyouinferfrom Sam'slettertoCharley
Answer-InhisletterSam hadwrittenthathehadfoundtheThirdLevel,twoweeksago.Accordingtothe
letterhewasveryhappytobeinaverypeacefulandhospitabletown.

ButthewayCharleycomesacrossSam'sletterisquitemysterious.Thevariouscircumstancesinwhich
CharleyfoundtheletterandalsodescribeditindicatethattheletterisanotherpieceofCharley'sescapist
fantasies.Inotherwords,itisanother"walking-dream wishfulfillment"ofCharley.

Question3:"Themodernworldisfullofinsecurity,fear,war,worry,
andstress."Whatarethewaysinwhichweattempttoovercome
them?
Answer-Unlikethegoodolddays,themodernworldisfullofinsecurity,fear,war,worry,andstress.The
constantstrugglingwiththeseharshrealitiesforourexistencemakesourlivesunpleasantandbitter.We
attempttoovercomethem throughwishfulthinkingandescapeintotheworldoffantasy.Onetakes
refugeintotheunrealworldofimaginationforgettingharshrealities.Thiscouldbeapsychologicalshiftin
timeandspaceforone’smind.Somepeoplewhoareofcreativemindsfindsomeusefuloccupationto
overcomenegativethoughts.Somekeepthemselvesbusyinsocialservicewhereassomewritespoems,



stories,andplaystofindanemotionalrefugeorsolaceinanimaginaryworld.

Charleyinthelesson“TheThirdLevel”tooindulgesinfantasiesinordertoovercomethestressandstrain
ofourmodernworld.Philatelykeepsthepastaliveforhim.

Question4:Doyouseeanintersectionoftimeandspaceinthe
story?
Answer-Yes,thereisanintersectionoftimeandspaceinthestoryTheThirdLevel.

Inthestorythenarratormovesfrom presenttopast.Alongwithtimethereisashiftofspaceandplace
too.From hisrealpresenceinNewYork,heimagineshimselfinGalesburg,Illinois.Thisshiftoftimeand
spaceistotallypsychologicalorimaginary.Inthestory'TheThirdLevel',thenarrator(Charley)belongsto
thepresenttimebutdescribesanexperienceofthelastcenturyonhisimaginary‘ThirdLevel’.Laterhe
opensanenvelopewhichsomebodymailedtohisgrandfatherathishomeinGalesburg.Thepostmark
showsthatithasbeenthereamongthefirst-daycoverssinceJuly18,1894.Surprisinglyithasanote
writtenbySam datedJuly18,1894randaddressedtothenarratorCharley.Alltheseseem tobehighly
illogicalandconfusing.Thisisbecausethewriterhasmadeintersectionofdifferenttimesandspacesin
hisstory. 


